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like to make charges on vague grounds or suspi- 
cions—but I fear something more than appears on 
the surface. We have seen towns fostered and 
made to grow up under the influence of private in- 
terests, aided by public appropriations. Men will 
be very anxious to have the public money ex- 
nded where it will give value to their property, 
and they are ambitious to have their own towns 
builtup. I think it is better, in every point of 
view, to wait till the people shall have decided for 
themselves where the seat of government shall be, 
and, after they have made their decision, we may 
exercise our liberality to aid them, if it is proper. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will explain that point. I 
resume my friend from Kentucky did not intend 
to be understood that the existing law is compul- 
sory on the territorial legislature to take a vote of 
the people, in order to locate the seat of govern- 
ment, before the expenditure of the money now 
appropriated. It provides that the legislature may || 
prescribe the mode of selecting a site for a perma- | 
nent seat of governmeat, so that they may give |) 
the people an opportunity to do it, or they may do || 
it themselves, and that in the mean time St. Paul’s 
shall be the seat of government. The provision || 
is therefore complete. All the legislature need do 
js to declare St. Paul’s the seat of government, and 
the difficulty is obviated. I do not think this sec- || 
tion is necessary, but to strike it out will require || 
the bill to go back to the House of Representatives, || 
and it will be delayed perhaps a month or two in || 
its passage, and produce delay in accomplishing || 
its great object. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Imade thesame sugges- 
tion in the committee which the Senator from Ala- 
bama has now made here¢ I thought whether there | 
was nota possibility that some local interest in 
Minnesota might not appropriate this $20,000 to 





| 


| 


buildings in some favorite town, and that then they |/knew anything of those gentlemen whom the 


might afterwards call upon Congress for another 
$20,000. That was my objection; but [ yield that 
consideration. This provision for a popular yote 
in the bill establishing the Minnesota territory, is 
the first of the kind, [ believe. The legislatures 
have heretofore had the decision of the matter 
with respect to the manner of appropriating the 
money which Congress has appropriated for public 
buildings. The Legislature has failed to have any | 
popular vote taken at present, and I do not think 
they ought to take any popular vote for many 
years, on account of the extent of the territory and 
the sparseness of the population, which is disper- 
sed ata few points. Any determination that might 
be arrived at now might be extremely adverse to 





of the gentlemen under whose auspices this bill | 
has made its appearance here. 
and I must say that there is no foundation, and 


| willingness to leave them destitute of such provis- 


| happiness. 
} enough with them. 


| what they are worth. 
| people of the territories, | myself have never been 
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I know them well; || 


that there can be no possible foundation, for any 
such suspicions .as have been suggested by my 
friend from Alabama. I have another remark to 
make. I do think that for several years there has 
been a manifestation on the part of Congress of a | 
want of due and proper sympathy with our new 
territories, and the emigrants who go there, and a 


ions as are necessary for their domestic safety and 
I fear tha® we do not sympathize || 
I make no charge against any 
one, but it seems to me that there is often a desti- 


| tution of that generous sympathy which we should 


feel for our fellow-citizens who encounter the dan- 
gers of settling our new and exposed frontiers; and 
T do not like, when such propositions are before 
the Senate, to hear frivolous objections urged |! 
against making such appropriations as are abso- 
lutely indispensable to the well-being of those 
young and feeble communities. 
Mr. KING. T have had occasion often to know 
that my friend from Mississippi entertains strong 
sympathies and warm attachments, and that he is 


|| very much governed in legislation by his sympa- 


thies and attachments. The objections which | 
made to the immediate passage and to the terms of 
this bill, were made in a respectful manner, and 
were not, | submit, of a frivolous or unimportant 
kind. However, the Senate may take them for 
As to sympathy for the 


disposed to exercise towards them any other than a 
just liberality, consistent with what | believe to be | 
for the interest of the people themselves. The 
objection which I raised was not made because | 


Senator from Mississippi has eulogized so much, 
for | have never had the honor of their acquaint- 
ance. I take it for granted they are high-minded 
and honorable men; but have they control over the 


| whole matter, either in Minnesota or Oregon? 


Does it not belong to others to control it? And 
is it not right that the people should be permitted 
to control it in the manner which they consider 
will promote their own interest? I am not dis- 
posed to prevent the passage of this bill. I see 
it is the sense of the Senate to act upon it now, 
/and I will not throw any obstacles in the way. 
But I submit that myself and other Senators, who 
are capable of judging what is right and proper, 
have as much sympathy for the Territories as the 





the interest of the mass of the people when they 
have spread over the whole country. They have 
therefore refused to execute that part of the law. 
Under ali these circumstances I was induced to ad- 
mit that it might be better for the Legislature to | 
have the rarer of the question at their own 
discretion. I am also inclined to think that the | 
chairman of the committee is correct in what he 


Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. FOOTE. lam sure I did not undertake 
to assert very superior capabilities; for it is some- | 
thing that [ never indulge in for a moment, either 
directly or indirectly. I certainly would make no | 
comparison between myself and the superior pow- | 
ers of the Senator from Alabama. I say this in| 
all sincerity. But I do say this, that the commit- 





to expend the money, but I do not wish to embar- | 
rass the bill by sending it back to the House. 

Mr. JONES. I think my friend from Kentucky | 
is mistaken in supposing that this subject was re- 

to the decision of the people. It was | 
referred to the Legislature, and the law provided 
that the Legislature, at its first session, should se- 
leet a location of the seat of government. 

Mr. DOUGLAS read the section of the law re- 
ona to, . show the powers of the Legislature in 

ct. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. You will perceive by 
the act that the Legislature is authorized to estab- 
lish a temporary seat of government, and that they 
are authorized to have the seat government located 

& vote of the people. This is a change which 
elieve was not introduced into any former legis- 
lation on the subjeét of the territories. 

Mr. FOOTE.” I have heard no good reason fot’ 
ind Conor he a bate wryuad much | 

respect entlemen who have u ob 
tions to this et, it eblils'to me that the objections 
which have been ce are of too light 
74 entertained. I know something 
4 


tee has investigated the matter, and | thought 
some deference was due to them. And I did say 


Congress of the United States has manifested a 
want of that proper sympathy for our fellow-citi- 
| zens in distant parts of the Republic, to which I 
thought them entitled at our hands. In making 
this statement I did not intend to implicate the 
Senator from Alabama at all. On the contrary, [ | 
believe he is one of the last men in either branch 
of Congress who would be wanting in sympathy 
for that portion of our fellow-citizens. I under- 
stand my friend from South Carolina is inclined 
to withdraw the motion to postpone. I am sure, 
from the generosity of his nature, he will do so. 
Mr. BUTLER, I am not in the habit of ap- 
| pealing to sympathy in legislation, and I dislike 
to hear arguments of the kind used by my friend 
from Mississippi this morning. In stating my ob- 
jection to the of this ill now, I said that 
needed further information. However well oth- 
ers may be prepared to act, [ for one, wanted to 
know en about it, yy I pe Be now able to give 
an intelligent vote. As a parliamentary privilege, 
I interposed my eBjaation | to orevonts ths han} 





| of $20,000 or $40,000. 
| for it. 


| souri allow me to state one fact? 


| that [ have thought that, for some years past, the || 


passage of this bill. As regards my personal feel- 
ings in relation to these people, | do not think 


| proper to disclaim or acknowledge them one way 


or the other, I thought it an extraordinary exer- 
cise of power that we could put $20,000 under the 
control of the Legislature of Minnesota at this 
time. I say this with reference to the fact that if 
the money be appropriated at St. Paul’s, and 
hereafter the seat of government is changed, they 
may come here and call for another appropriation 
I am not prepared to vote 
if 1 had all the information which the 
Senator from Mississippi has, perhaps | should 


| be induced to vote for it; but I say that now, ac- 


cording to my present impressions—what my 
judgment may be hereafter | know not, but accord- 
ing to my present information, I think it is an ex- 
traordinary piece of legislation to establish prisons 
at the seat of government of a Territory where 
prisoners must be carried five hundred miles for 
trial. If a territorial government is worth having, 
they ought to establish prisons in the counties. 
As t6 the penitentiary system, I do object to it; 
but as this debate is taking up too much time, and 
as the Senator from Illinois has shown that there 
is some necessity for making this approprietion 
for Oregon, though I think there is none for Min- 
nesota at present, I will not press my oppositicn 
to taking the vote. ButI shall vote against the 
appropriation, notwithstanding all the arguments 
I have heard. I therefore withdrew my motion 
for a postponement. 

Mr. ATCHISON. It seems to me this is a very 
simple matter, and amounts to about this. We 
are told by the chairman of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories that there is no jail in Oregon or Minnesota, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. ‘Will the Senator from Mis- 

The Delegate 
from Oregon tells me—and [ am also told by the 
Chief Justice of Oregon—that there are now as 
many as six Indians arrested for murder there, 
but there is no place in which to confine them, and 
they have to detail a military guard to watch them, 
at the public expense, while they await their trial. 
Several men have been arrested on charges of 

| horse stealing. If convicted, there will be no place 

| in which to confine them. ‘There are other pris- 
oners there, and a military guard, at the public 
expense, is detailed to watch them. In one year, 
the expense of guarding them, in this way, will be 
twice what it will cost to build a prison. 

Mr. ATCHISON. The Senator has said on 
that subject what I was about to say, and I need 
not repeat it. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
was read a third time and passed. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred theYollowing resolution, 
submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to 
be printed: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire and report to the Senate whether the payment of 


the Supreme Court in the cases “ Smith os. Turner” and 
| & Norris vs. the City of Boston,” making a pamphiet of one 
hundred and eighty-one pages, made since the last seasion 
of the Senate, was made in pursuance of the existing laws 
on the subject of printing ; andif it was, ander what class of 
| printing, as classified in the proposals for doing the pubite 
| printing of Congress, the said pamphlet falis; and how 
much of the printing of the present Congress will have to be 
paid for at such rates. 


REVENUE COLLECTED IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BENTON moved to také up for consider- 
ation the resolution submitted by him on the 4th 
instant relating to California. 
|| The resolution was read, as follows: 

\| Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
|| to inquire intothe expediency of refunding to California the 
amount collected for du ics in the ports of California, by 
\| authority of the United States officers, from the conquest of 
\| the country in 1846 and 1847 to the time of the arrival of the 
United States Collector at San Francisco, in the month of 
November, 1847. 

‘| ‘The resolution was gtoniet. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, | ask to com- 
municate a paper to go along with the resolution, 
It isa report from a select committee of the Gen- 
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eral Assembly of California, examining into the 
whole subject and reporting upon it. There are 
two questions in it: First, whether the money 
should be refunded, and, if so, to whom? Wheth- 
er to the merchants who paid the duties or to the 
State? Now, they think it should be paid to the 
State, and that is the prayer of the resolution, be- 
cause the merchants have collected it all from the 
people, 
The paper was referred as desired. 


MILITARY RECONNOISSANCE. 


Mr. CASS called up the following resolution, 
which was submitted by him on the 5th instant: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Department of War, 
furnish the Senate as soon as practicable with a copy of a 
journal of a military reconnoissance from Santa Fé, to the 
Navajo country, made in 1849, by Linetenant J. H. Simpson, 
of the corps of Topographical Engineers, together with 
copies of the map and sketches belonging to said reconnois- 
sance, 

Mr. RUSK moved an amendment, calling for 
additional and similar reports; which was accepted 
by Mr. Cass as a modification of his resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I would suggest 
to.the Senator from Michigan that his resolution, 
even as amended by the Senator from Texas, does 
not include all the reconnoissances made. 


for reconnoissances between the Mississippi river 
and the Pacific ocean. This particular reconnois- 
sance, | have no doubt, is a very interesting and 
important one, as indeed are those asked for by 


the amendment of the Senator from Texas; still | 


there are others made under the appropriation te 


which I refer, and some made under the order of 


the military governor of California; and I rise 


that it would probably be as well to call forall the 


reports of reconnoissances, with maps and sec- || 
tions, made by the officers of the tpographical 
corps, or others serving as topographical engi- 


neers. 
Mr. RUSK. I thought of that in preparing my 
amendment, but it might perhaps cause delay. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Those in the bu- 
reau cannot possibly produce delay. 
only those already returned to the bureau. There 


are reconnoissances now going on, but of course || 
I do not expect the answer to the resolution to be | 


delayed for them. 
Mr. CASS, 
of the resolution as you suggest. 


I require | ; 
|| ment of her western and northern boundaries. 


I will consent to the modification 


Theye| 
were made under an appropriation by Congress || 








i 
| 


Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator intends to maké a 
speech about it I will not press it now. 
Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, as the matter 


has been referred to by the Senator from Missis- | 


sippi, I beg leave to make a statement on the part 
of Messrs. Gales & Seaton, in connection with 
this subject. 
interpose a word in behalf of the reporters when 
this matter was up the other day, and in conse- 
quence of that intimation, on my part, I suppose, 


| they have addressed a communication to me upon 


the subject, in which they express very great re- 
gret that there should have been any disapproba- 


tion felt at the reporting under the contract entered | 
| into by them; and they desire to say that if the | 


Senate is in the slightest degree dissatisfied with 
that contract, or with the arrangements under it, 
they are perfectly willing to abandon it, and to 
abandon all rights which they may have under the 
contract entered into fomthis daily reporting on 
the part of the Senate. They have made every 


|| possible effort, and I suppose myself that the char- 


acter of the reporting in this body will compare 


| favorably with the reporting in any other deliber- 


| ative assembly in the world. 


If any gentleman 


| will look at the English reports and compare them 


with one another, he will observe the difference in 


the character of the reports, and be satisfied that | 


| the reporting here is at least equal if not superior 


| or indifferent, if the Senate is at all dissatisfied | 
with the contract, or with the mode in which the | 
reporting is done, all they have to do is to inti- | 


to any found abroad. But, let it be good, bad, 


| mate that dissatisfaction and express a wish to be 


|| relieved from the contract. 
|| contract to these gentlemen. I make this statement 
merely to suggest to the Senator from Michigan | 


It is not a profitable 


out of regard to the express wish of these gentle- 


men, who have done everything in their power to | 


satisfy the Senate and the country. 
THE COMPROMISE BILL. 
The Senate then proceeded to the special order 


| of the day, being the bill for the admission of 


|| California as a State into the Union, to establish 


| territorial governments for Utah and New Mexico, 


| and making proposals to Texas for the establish- | 


| that continued from twelve to four o’clock. 
eral amendments were offered, which we shall 
| publish with the reported debate in the Appendix. 


Mr. MANGUM. Before that resolution is put, || 
I ask the attention of the Senator from Michigan || 


to a proposition which I design to make, which I 
hope will be acceded to. 


| have recently had | 


placed in my hands the report of Captain French || 
to the Quartermaster General’s Department, who | 
was engaged in the survey of a military route to | 


San Antonio from El Paso. 


It is in the form of || 


an abbreviated diary, but it gives the most satis- | 
factory account of the region through which they | 


assed that I have met with on any occasion. 
it is desirable to have all the information possible 


of a coimtry so little known, I hope that an amend- | 


ment which I propose, to have this report also 
sent to the Senate, will be acceded to. 
Mr. CASS. I have no objection. 


The resolution having been amended as sug- 
gested by Mr. Manoum, was then adopted, as || 


follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Department of War 


furnish the Senate, as soon as practicable, with copies of || 


the journals of all reconnoissances returned to the ‘Topo- 
graphical bureau by officers of the United States making 
such surveys, made within the last year, and not heretofore 
communicated, together with copies of the maps and 
skeiches belonging to said reconnoissances ; also, the report 
of Captiin French of the Quartermaster General’s Depart- 
ment, designating a route fora military road from San Auto- 
nio to El Paso. 


SEATS FOR THE REPORTERS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I want to ask the 
Senate to take up a resolution offered by me yes- 
terday about providing seats for the reporters. 
The Committee on Public Buildings have exam- 
ined into the matter, and although there are some 
objections to ty" drag in which the reporters 
could be placed, there is as little objection to the 
one now proposed as to any other. 

Mr. CLEMENS. If it is the desire of the 
Senate to proceed to the consideration of the com- 
promiee bill, this motion should not be taken up. 

have serious objections to having the reporters 
here, and shall have something to say abdut it. 


As | 





The immediate subject under discussion was the 
boundary of Texas, upon which a debate arose 
Sev- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, June 10, 1850. 


The House met at ten o’clock, (pursuant to the | 


order made on Saturday night.) 
A few members only were present. 


it was observed that | was about to | 


| 





The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. | 


LIVE-OAK. 
Mr. DOTY, by unanimous consent, in accord- 


ance with previous notice, introduced a bill of the | 
| following title: 


«A bill to amend the act entitled ‘An act to provide for 


| the punishment of offences committed in cutting, destroy- 


ing, or removing live-oak and other timber or trees reserved 
for naval purposes,’ approved March 2, 1831.” 


[The Supreme Court having lately decided that 


the provisions of the actof 1831 extend to all public 
lands, the object of Mr. Dory’s bill is to limit 
them to the purpose avowed in the title to the act, 
to wit, to timber reserved for naval purposes. | 

The bill having been read twice by its title, was 


| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


DEBATE ON THE CALIFORNIA BILL. 


Mr. EVANS rose, he said, to what he consid- 
ered a privileged question. He moved that the 
resolution heretofore adopted, by which all debate 
on the California bill was te terminate to-morrow, 
be rescinded, with a view to the adoption of 
another resolution terminating debate in two weeks 
hence. And if permitted by the House, he said, 
he would state his reasons for this motion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man is not a privileged motion. It can only be 
received by unanimous consent, or by a suspension 
of the rules. 

Mr. EVANS asked the unanimous consent to 
make the motion. * 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose and objected. 

Mr. EVANS moved a suspension of the rules; 
and, as a preliminary motion, moved that there be 
a call of the House. 
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Mr. CARTTER hoped, he said, that the per 
tleman would withdraw his motion. The Hous, 
had met at this early hour wita a view to COntines 
the discussion, not for the purpose of voting y 2 
anything; and he would regard it as a fraud = : 
the members to put this question, or to take One 
vote. 

The SPEAKER, (interposing.) Debate ; 
of order. The Saakiouabtndt oer (Me 
Evans) has moved a suspension of the rules, anq 
that there be acall of the House. The Chair will 
suggest that the House is very thin; that it ma 
find itself without a quoram; and that the med 
designed to be appropriated to debate may be cop. 
sumed in the call of the House, should that mo- 
tion prevail. The Chair would also suggest that 
the House adjourned over to this hour in orde 
that those gentlemen who had not spoken mighy 
have as much time as possible. : 

The question on the motion fora call of the 
House was then taken, and decided in the neva. 
tive, without a division. = 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The question, ** Shall the rules be suspended >” 
was then taken, and decided in the negative with. 
out a division. 

So a call of the House was refused. 


CALIFORNIA. 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyn in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the spe. 
cial message of the President of the United States 
transmitting the constitution of California. 

Mr. BOWDON was entitled to the floor, but 
yielded for the moment to 

Mr. MEADE, who gave notice that he would, 
at the proper time, offer the following ameni- 
ment, which was read for information: 


Whereas, an unfortunate disagreement exists between the 
northern and southern States of this Confederacy, in reja- 
tion to the constitutional powers of the Federal Government 
over the territories, and the territorial rights of Texas, and 
the interests of both sections demand a compromise of con- 
flicting op:nion, and an early adjustment of all sectional 
issues; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to report the following bills, to wit: 

Ist. A bill to admit California into this Union as a State, 
with her present constitution so modified as to limit her 
southern boundary by the line of 36° 30’ of Jatitude north 
of the equator. 

Qd. A bill to establish a territorial government over all ter- 
ritory belonging to the United States, which lies south of the 
parallel of 36° 30’ north—declaring all laws repealed which 
were ever in force in said territory, and establishing a code 
for the government of the same, which shall contain no 
clanse prohibiting negro slavery therein. 

3d. A bill to establish a territorial government over al! the 
territory acquired from Mexico lying north of the purallel of 
36° 30’, with a provision that negro slavery shall be prohib- 
ited in said territory. ‘ 

4th. A bill to define the western and northern boundaries 
of Texas, which shall provide (with the assent of Texas) 
as follows: First, that her extreme northern boundary siiall 
be the line of 30° 30’ of north latitude; her western bound. 
ary the Rio Grande, to the point where it is crossed by the 
southernmost line of New Mexico, thence along said line 
eust of said river, and northwardly until it intersects the 
parallel of 36° 30’ north latitude. Secondly, that Texas 
shall relinquish all claim to territory north and west ot 
those lines, and shall moreover grant to the United States 
title to all unappropriated Jands within ber limits; and is 
consideration of her consent to those provisions, she shall 
receive of the United States certificates of stock, redeem- 
able in fifteen years, bearing an interest of five per cent, for 

; Which shall be applied in payment of debts due by 
said State previous to her annexation to the United States. 


Mr. BOWDON then resumed the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee during the allotted hour. 
He gave a history of the manner in which the 
convention of the people of California was gotten 
up, denying the validity of a constitution framed 
in such an irregular manner, Tle was against tie 
compromises recommended by the Senate com- 
mittee, advocating such a compromise only «5 
would secure a non-intervention with the rights of 
the South to carry their property into California 
and the new territories. If California was admitted 
as a State, and then prohibited slavery, he would 
submit; but he was for restricting the legislation 
of the territories, so as to be within the prescribed 
limits imposed by the Constitution. ’ 

Mr. GENTRY traced the difficulties in which 
the country was now involved, to the annexation 
of Texas; cast the responsibility for that measure 
and for its present consequences, upon the Demo- 
cratic party; and declared himself, generally, ' 
favor of any plan of settlement, not practically em- 
bodying the Wilmot proviso, which should do 
justice and harmonize all sections. He then pre 
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1850. 
ceeded to state his objections to the plan of the 
Committee of Thirteen in the Senate—denying that 
i, would compose the public excitement on the | 
yestion of slavery—and to vindicate the Presi- | 
Tots plan, as the only one practicable, as that 
most consistent with the great American princi- | 
je of self-government, and best calculated to se- | 
cure the interests of the South, and the whole |) 
country. He deprecated the extreme ground | 
taken by Mr. Cuiveman and others, both at the | 
North and South, counseled moderation, forbear- } 
ance, and justice, and expressed his unwavering | 
devotion to the perpetuation of the Union. i} 
[His remarks will be published in the Appen- | 
a McCLERNAND next took the floor and || 
proceeded with an elaborate view of the various | 
questions concerning the anti-slavery proviso, the || 
admission of California, and provision for the ter- | 
ritories. He said that he had early foreseen the | 
danger that had resulted from the agitation of sla- | 
very, in connection with governments for the terri- | 
tories, and had striven, in the first place, to prevent | 
the agitation, and was now ready to terminate it | 
in a way that should be satisfactory to all parties 
and sections of the country, if possible. He spoke 
of the authorship of the modern anti-slavery pro- || 
viso, and characterized in emphatic terms, that | 
measure—tracing its influence upon the Mexican || 





war—the cause of slave amelioration and emanci- || 
pation; and vindicating the opposition of himself || 
and others to the application of the proviso to the 
conquered territories. He next spoke of what he | 
denominated the Winthrop proviso, ané traced its 

operation to defeat all attempts to establish a gov- 

ernment for Oregon, until the measure was mar- | 
shaled through the Senate under the most angry cir- | 


THE 


cumstances, which rocked the Capitol to its found- || 


ation. He next spoke of the authors and advo- 
cates of the policy of non-action; and argued that’ 
it would jeopardize the peace of the country, com- 
promise our faith under the treaty with Mexico, 
and our duty to the native population of the terri- 
tories acquired from Mexico, and to our own citi- | 
zens who have emigrated to that country. He 
next proposed what he thought ought to be done. 
Said he was for the admission of California, and 
making provision for the territories by one and 
the same act, if possible, and if not by the same 
act, by several acts, but in the shortest time possi- 
ble. He then explained and defended the princi- 
ples and provisions of the bill for the common set- 
tlement of all the territorial questions, including 
the Texas boundary, which he had offered for the 
consideration of the committee. He here referred 
to the assistance and agency of the Chairman [Mr. 


| 
| 


of expediency. 





of territorial probation. All this was left to the | 
discretion of Congress. He looked to the question 
“Phe fraud and imposition prac- 
ticed on the South in getting up this California 
constitution—the rights sought to be destroyed by 
it—the consequences to the South—the disastrous 
consequences. He then proceeded to discuss the 
question of expediency, and presented a great va- | 
riety of views. [The entire speech will be pre- | 
red for the press.] 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (there being no 
competition,) took the floor. He spoke in re- 
affirmation of the views which he had heretofore 
expressed upon the questions before the committee, 
and the correctness of which, he said, maturer re- 
flection and the lapse of time had served only to 
confirm. 
asa single measure, and regarded the adoption 
of the Missouri compromise line (unequal to the 
South as such a divigjon would be) as greatly 
preferable to the compromise bill of Mr, Cray, 
which he opposed. In answer to the argument 
which had been insisted upon, that the South could 
not now obtain that line, he said that if the South 
should become united upon it, and if the North was 


|| 80 bent upon mischief as to be unwilling to yield 
|, even this measure of justice, it was idle, it was 


hypocritical, to speak of the preservation of the 
Union. In that event he should abandon all hope of 
its continuance. 


: Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, obtained the | 
oor. 


The committee then rose, 
And the House took a recess until 7 o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The House, pursuant to its order, again met at | 
seven o'clock. 


CALIFORNIA. 


On motion, the House again resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


|| (Mr. Boxp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and re- 


sumed the consideration of the California question. 
The debate was continued by Messrs. KAU F- 
MAN, STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, WELL- 
BORN, HARRIS, of Alabama, and THOMP- 
SON, of Pennsylvania, (of whose speeches a re- 
port will be given in the Appendix. 
Mr. HOWARD obtained the floor at half past 


11 o’clock, p. m, 


_ morrow morning. 


Born] in regard to the plans proposed for restor- || 


ing the concord and quiet of the country. He | 
asked, in conclusion, what would be the result of 

the non-settlement of these questions? He ar- | 
gued, first, that the resuit would be destruction of | 
political parties, and the erection upon their ruins 

of geographical parties; next a collision would 

probably ensue between the people of Texas and 

the people of New Mexico; next with the loss of | 
our territories—California and Oregon would prob- 
ably ultimately unite and form the Republic of the 
Pacific. Lower California would be absorbed; 
this would probably provoke a war between Mex- | 
ico and her young and aspiring Republic on the 

Pacific, which would result, sooner or later, in the | 
absorption of Mexico, and thus extended and for- 
tified, &c., the new Republic of the Pacific would | 
become a formidable rival tous. He urged that if 

disunion should follow, there would be no north- | 
ern and southern, no slaveholding’and non-slave- | 
holding Confederacy, but a Republic of the Atlan- 
tic; of the Mississippi valley, and of the Pacific, 
conforming to the great natural divisions of this 
continent. He concluded by an invocation in fa- 
vor of the Union, administered in the spirit of the 
Constitution, to be perpetuated forever, for the 

good it had done and promised to do. 


-[A report of this speech will appear at an early | 
| 


day in the Guaeaae 
Mr. WOODWARD said, his object was not to 


ed to make, and at some future time would make, 
upon the great questions at issue. He wished to 
describe the substance of the issue, and rid it of 
technicalities. He did not take the ground that it 
would be unconstitutional to admit California. 
The Constitution did not 
admitting new States, or the terms and conditions 


And the House adjourned to 11 o’clock to- 


PETITIONS, &e, 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of Henry and Robert 
Biow, of Southampton, Virginia, praying for arrears of pen 
sion due Henry Blow, deceased, for his services in the late 
war with Great Britaia. 

By Mr. KING, of New Jersey: The petition from physi- 


| cians, &c., of Newark, New Jersey, and of physicians, &c., 
| of Paterson, New Jersey, in behalf of the medical officers 


; 


i 


ibe the mode of | 


| for remuneration for services rendered in 


of the United States Navy. 

By Mr. HEBARD: The petition of Sarah Smith, for a 
pension. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of [sanc 
Seymour, an invalid soldier of the Seminole war, praying a 
pension. 

By Mr. DIMMICK:; The petition of Lucius Collins and 
25 others, citizens of Wayne county, Pennsylvania, remon 
strating against the renewal of the patent of Austin and 


|| Zebulon Parker. 


Also, the petition of Henry Eagell and 109 others, citizens 
of Wayne eounty, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
renewal of the patent of A. and Z. Parker. 

By Mr. ROSS> The memorial of 18 members of the med- 
ical professivn of Backs county, Pennsylvania, relative to 
the grades of medical officers of the Navy. 

By Mr. HAMILTON: The petition of Samuel Lumin, 

preventing the 
robbery of the United States Mail. athes® 


IN SENATE. 


Monpay, June 10, 1850. 
Mr PEARCE submitted an additional document 


| relating to the memorial of the legal representatives | 
- of Rinaldo Johnson, deceased; which was referred | 
present, on this occasion, the views he had intend- | 


to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial of phy- | 
sicians of St. Louis, asking that the rank of medical || 
officers of the navy may be assimilated by law to 


that of officers of similar grades in the medical de- 


partment of my; which was referred to the 
Committee on Affairs. 
Mr. BUTLER submitted additional documents 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


He opposed the admission of California, || 
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relating to the memorial of Daniel Turner; which 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affaire. 
Mr. PRATT presented two memorials of piy- 
sicians of Baltimore, Maryland, asking that the 
rank of the medical officers of the navy may by law 
be assimilated to that of officers of like grades in 
the medical department of the army; which were 





| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial of citizens 
of Illinois, asking a grant of the right of way and 
a portion of public land to the Terre Haute and 
Alton railroad company; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. ' 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial of Clarion 
county, Pennsylvania, asking a modification of the 
tariff and the imposition of specific duties on euch 
articles of foreign growth or manufacture as may 
be produced in the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial, nua- 
merously signed by citizens of Schenectady, in the 
State of New York, asking the adoption of the 
measures recommended by the Select Committee 
of Thirteen; representing that six months of. the 
session have passed without the transaction of 
much of the public business; that the true intereats 
of the country and the wants of the territories are 
not wholly provided for; and, believing that the 
spirit of compromise which formed our Govern- 
ment should ever be cherished as the only safeguard 
of the Union, and believing also that a speedy ad- 
justment of the slavery question, which has been 
agitated long enough, is demanded by the patriotic 
and reflecting men of all parties; therefore asking 
that the measures, as substantially reported by the 
Committee of Thirteen, should be speedily passed, 
restoring peace and concord to our common 
country. 

Mr. D. sent the memorial to the Secretary, with 
the request that it might be read; after which it 
was laid on the table 


EXPLORATION OF COAL REGIONS. 


Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I have been 
requested to present to the Senate a short but very 
interesting memorial, signed by a considerable 
number of men of business and enterprize in the 
city of Boston. It relates to the subject of coal, 
and its prayer is, that Congress will adopt the 
necessary means for a further and fuller exploration 
of the coal regions and coal beds of the, United 
States. The petition is short; if | may have the 
indulgence of the Senate to allow it to be read, I 
will then make a motion for its reference. 
The Secretary then read the memorial of David 
A. Neale, Josiah Quincy, and others, asking that 
provision may be made by law for continuing 
experiments on American coals, 
Mr. WEBSTER. The Senate will perceive, 
from the reading of that document, that the con- 
sumption of coal in the United States has doubled 
in five years; that there is an appearance of such 
a great variety and great excellence in some vari- 
eties of American coal, that an exportation from 
the United States of that article may ere long be 
expected to take place; and that further discow- 
eries and the prosecution of the explorations may 
add much to our knowledge of the vast means of 
the general wealth of the nation. I think there 
are eighteen or twenty States in the Union in 
which coal has been discovered; and there is no 
State perhaps in which it is not desirable that the 
exploration and search for coal should be made. 
[ think a modern writer remarks, in speaking 
of England, that while some ascribe the creat 
wealth of England to the profits of her West Indies, 
and others ascribe it to the great profit of her East 
Indies, the truth is, after all, that a greater share 
of her existing wealth has been drawn from her 
Black Indies—the coal and iron that she has ex- 
|| tracted from beneath the surface of the earth, and 
|, employed in all the prominent uses and purposes 
|| of life. I suppose that there are portions of ine 
| United States richer in this article than any part 
of England, and that some parts of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, and perhaps of some other States, 
are richer in varieties of coa! than England herself, 

I take occasion to remind the Senate that early 
in the session a report was made by the honorable 
member from Arkansas, [Mr. Bortann,] from the 
Committee on Public Lands, stating thet the werk 
|! of Professor Johnson, since its publication in 1843, 
| has. been much enlarged and improved by sub- 
sequent discoveries, observations, and remarks, 
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and that it has been reprinted in England with | United States from Peru, except such aa is pur- {| the Committee on Commerce, having first been 
reat commendation, and found to be highly use- || chased froin English merchants. This results, in || recommended by the department. It appropriates 
ul. And the Cornmittee on the Poblic Lands, || two ways, injuriously to our country. In the first || only a smal! sum, and the place where it js ro. 
in its report, presented on that occasion, recom- || place, we are obliged to pay for this valuable arti- || posed to erect this custom-house is one of the 
mended the publication, at the expense of the || cle of manure a much larger sum than we would || largest in the State of Maine without a convenience 
Government, of this improved work of Professor || otherwise be obliged to pay; and, in the second || of that kind. Having been thus recommended, | 
Johnson. I recollect that the subject was dis- || place, it operates against our shipping interest, | have no doubt it will be received favorably by the 
cussed here, and it was mixed up with that always || because it must be imported here in English ves- || Senate. 
troublesome, and, as far as I see, interminable || sels. I ask, therefore, the unanimous consent of || Mr. UNDERWOOD. When the bill was jn. 
question about the public printing; and, on that || the Senate to take up the consideration of these ] troduced here a few years ago to erect a custom. 
account, I believe, it was laid upon the table. I || resolutions now. They are mere resolutions of | house in Boston, | endeavored to obtain a restriction 
bege that the honorable member from Arkansas || inquiry. || of the amount which that custom-house was to cost 
will Mr. WEBSTER. I have to say : 


revive that topic and ask the attention of the Although I labored hard for this purpose, 


Senate to his report, and take the decision of the || 


Senate upon it. And I am prepared to go further, | 


and do what I can to induce the Senate to make || 1 
| the only question with me is, whether these resolu- 
made of these American coal-fields; and if we |, 


provision by law for further explorations to be 


shall ever arrive at the end of our present debate, | 
and, especially, as | fervently hope, if on arriving | 
at it, we shall come to a conclusion that will give 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


from Massachusetts object ? | 
i 


Mr. WEBSTER. So far from objecting, sir, 


tions should be referred to the Department of State 
or to a committee of the Senate? 
which the resolutions allude is one which is much 


'| complained of in some poftions of the country, 
a restoration of peace and harmony to the com- || 


where the article would be extensively used, if it 


| 


efforts were in vain; I failed in accomplishing jt, 
Since that time much discussion has taken place 
here at various times in regard to the great expense 
to which the country has been put in completine 
this custom-house; and I rise to submit to the con. 
sideration of the Senate the propriety of amending 
this bill by fixing some limit to this appropriation; 
and I desire to test the sense of the Senate whether 


| they will hereafter put some limits upon appropri 
| ations for objects of this kind, or whether, as in 
| times past, they will commence a work of this 
| description by appropriating some twenty, thirty, 
or forty thousand dollars to begin with, as an 
| entering-wedge, and then alow those who com. 
| mence the work to lay foundations for buildings 
| on such a scale as will make them cost millions of 
| dollars before they are completed. Sir, this isa 
subject worthy of the consideration of the Senate; 
| and if the Senate choose to make an appropriation 
of that sort when there is a risk of the amount be. 
| ing trebled or quadrupled before the superstructure 
is finished, it seems to me we had better pause a 
little, and let the matter lie upon the table til! gen- 


munity, and leave Congress to pursue the ordi- || could be obtained at a fair cost. The difficulty is, 
nary business of the Government with its accus- || that, under the present arrangement, it cannot be 
tomed temper of harmony and union, it will be || so obtained. 
one of: the first things I do, sir, in connection with 
the smaller class of public measures, to take up || 
this subject of the authorization ohn the part of 
Congress to Professor Johnson to pursue his re- 
searches. I move the reference of this memorial 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. || resolutions of inquiry to the Secretary of State. 
Mr. BORLAND. A report has already been || Mr. PRATT. I apprehend the proper course 
made on the subject of Professor Johnson’s work. || will be to obtain the information which is sought 
Mr. WEBSTER. This isa memorial praying || to be obtained, and then probably that information 
that Professor Johnson may be authorized by | 
Congress to pursue his researches. 1 suppose the || 





} 
The evil : 
| 
If it could be obtained at a fair ex- 


|| pense, it would be a most useful article of com- | 
merce, and would be found to be highly beneficial 


|| to the land in many portions of the soarees I 
|| concur entirely in the importance of the object, 
|| and am willing that the resolutions should go as 


would be referred to a committee. 
|| _ The question being taken on the resolutions, I 
Committee on the Public Lands is the proper refer- || they were adopted. || tlemen have had time and opportunity to take the 
ence. I desire also that it may be printed, and || PATENT LAWS. | subject into their consideration. If t e Senate do 
— Senate aga aor aa a or geen | Mr. TURNEY. I.move that the Senate pro- || not wish to begin now to fee ieee aon by 
ihe memorial was then referred to = ran || ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 200, || limiting the sum which such a building shall not 
mittee on the Public Lands and ordered to be | being “A bill to amend ‘an act to promote the | transcend, they can refuse to let the bill lie upon the 
printed. || progress of the useful arts.’”? My object in ma- table, and act upon it now; but I wish to take the 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. bing this motion now is not to enter upon any dis- } Sse of the Senate on the er ra of what 

Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Pri- || cussion of the bill, or to ask for its passage to-day, || they will do pet If mo oun rae 
vate Land Claims, to which was referred House || but with the view of making it the special order aes COpMineting rhe ; ae ‘a 1 Cr of 08 
bill for the relief of James T. Shackleford, reported || for half-past eleven o’clock to-morrow, and for || Cen eee a AP Pree oT th nl a 
back the same without amendment, and asked its || ¢YeTy Succeeding day at that time until it is dis- || ginning with sma ra and the laying 
immediate consideration. | posed of. such foundations as will cost the country millions 


The bill was then considered in Committee of || Mr. HALE. | complete, the. superstructares.,. . On the other 


eee wien | hand, if th tion be laid upon the table, | shall 
P | IRNEY. ea : || hand, if the question a ’ 
the Whole, and, no amendment having been || Mr. TURNEY. Yes; it has been printed for look upon it that there is @ diaposition in the Sen- 


: , || more than a week, and, I believe, has been laid || ; x 
offered, it wae ordered toa third reading, and was || ; ; : | ate to restrict these appropriations to a definite 


. : : saa the desks of Senators. : . : 
ea: third time by unanimous consent, and | u Mr. FOOTE, “+> nel OE the object of the || amount, and thus reform a practice which certainly 
Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- || Senator from Tennessee, I shall have no objection || needs reforming. 1 now move to lay the bill upon 





dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial | 


of the Legislature of Minnesota relative to the pur- 


chase of the Sioux lands west of the Mississippi, | 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- || 


ation of the same, on the ground that it was a 


matter pertaining to the executive branch of the | 


Government, which was agreed to. 

Mr. 
Printing, to which was referred the motion to 
print the report of the Secretary of the Interior in 
answer to a resolution of the Senate in relation to 


the expense of the judiciary of the District of | 


Columbia, reported in favor of printing the same; 
which was agreed to. 


IMPORTATION OF GUANO. 


Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I submit the fol- | 


lowing resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to in- | 


form the Senate whether, by the existing treaties of the 
Unotred States with the Peruvian Government, the citizens 
of the United States are placed upon an equal footing with 


the citizens or subjects of other countries in the trade in | 


Bano. 

. Resolved, further, That, if no such treaty-stipulations 
exiat, the Secretary of State be instructed to inform the 
Fenate whether there is nny obstacle to such treaty-stipu- 
lations being effected with the Government of Peru as 
would place the citizens of the United States on an equal 
fooling swith the citizens or subjects of other countries in 
regard to said trade. 

During the whole of last week, the mornin 
hour rs been occupied with important busi- 
ness, | had not an opportunity of offering the 
resolutions which I have now submitted. They 
relate to a letter received by the Agricultural So- 
ciety of Maryland, in which they allege that the 
Government of Great Britain, by a treaty with 
the Peruvian Government, has obtained for the 
subjects of Great Britain a ly in the arti- 
ele of guano, which has resulted in this state of 
facts: that now no guano can be brought into the 


BORLAND, from the Committee on | 








to his motion, I suppose the consideration of this | 
bill is only to consume a portion of the morning | 
hour. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. This bill has 
already created a good deal of debate, and is not | 
entitled to preference on the calendar. I[ dislike to 
make any special order for that hour, because I 
think the hour ought to be reserved for the busi- 
ness specially appropriated to it. 

Mr. HALE. If it will be in order, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I will move for a division of that motion. I 
mean to say that I have no objection to making this 
bill the special order for to-morrow, but I do ob- 


|| ect to making it the special order for every suc- 
|| ceeding day until it is disposed of. 

Mr. TURNEY. Well, I will accept that as a || 
|| modification of the motion. 


Mr. HALE. It would be better if the Senator 
from Tennessee would simply move to make this 
bill the special order for to-morrow. However, 
he can take his own course about it. 

Mr. TURNEY. Very well: | withdraw that 
part of the motion which asks that the bill be 
made the special order of the day for every day 
till disposed of, and simply move that it be made 
the special order of the day for to-morrow, at half- 
past eleven o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT BANGOR, IN MAINE, 

Mr. HAMLIN. Iask the Senate now to take up 
Senate bill No. 73. It is “*A bill making an appro- 
priation for a custom-house at Bangor, in the State 
of Maine.”’ lapprehend it, will not give rise to 
Tha, The object of it is urgent. 

he Senate then proceeded to the consideration 

of this bill as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HAMLIN, I do not deaign to occupy the 
attention of the Senate, but I willy state that 
that bill has been unanimously mmended by | 





| building will-be $50,000, although.it is ae pre’ 





| building of this kin 


the table. ’ 

Mr. HAMLIN. [I hope the Senator from Ken- 
tucky will withdraw that motion for a few mo- 
ments; at any rate, for an explanation. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I withdraw it for that 
purpose. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
is renewed b 
not prevail. 


I hope that this motion, if it 
the Senator from Kentucky, will 
he estimate of the cost of a site 


| and building, in this instance, is $30,000. I can 
| well see how there may be a variation of ten or 


fifteen thousand dollars, because it is not exactly 
known in what location the site will be purchased, 


| and the cost of the site, in the first place, might 


vary the sum required for the whole. I have, 
however, no hesitation in saying that the maxi- 
mum sum that will be required for thts site and 


able that $30,000 may cover the whole. Then, 
sir, it is very well known that the seasons when 
work of this kind can be prosecuted in that part 
of the Union, are very short; and as there is no 

@ for the accommodation of 
the Government at that place, and as one is very 
much needed, I hope that the Senator will not 
press his objection, for it certainly is desirable that 
some early action should be had upon this bill, in 
order that, if the appropriation be determined 
upon, the work may progress, I can assure the 
gentleman from Kentucky that the amount ¢x- 
pended will be strictly confined to the commer- 
cial requirements of the place. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. _ | must inform my 
friend over the way, that I have heard assurances 
of this kind, in similar cases, given again an 
again in times gone by, and that they have inva- 
riably failed. But let me ask how are we situal 
You have no plan of the building; you have 0° 
estimate of the cost; you have no data on which 
togo. Weare just Feces in the dark, precisely 
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as we have been doing on all former occasions of 
the kind. Now, my plan of operation has been, 
if Lcould have su ed in it, to havea plan of 
the building—to have an estimate of the cost of the 
building made by some competent mechanics. We 
could then have reported to us the site of the build- 
ing and the cost © the ground, before we deter- 
mined on making an appropriation. All these 
things can be determined on beforehand quite well, 
and they are what, in our own affairs, as prudent 
men, we always do for ourselves; but so far as my 
experience has gone, we never do anything of the 
kind for the Government. — 

Now, my friend from Maine says that we are to 
make an appropriation of $30,000, with an as- 
surance on his part that this site and building shall 
not exceed $20,000 more. We have neither a 
plan of the building, nor an estimate of its 
cost, or the cost of the site, and I beg respect- | 
fully to remind my friend from Maine that, under 
these circumstances, he cannot give usany reliable 
assurance on this subject. It is beyond his power 
todo so. I want, therefore, to test the sense of 
the Senate on this matter. Ifthe Senate are dis- 
posed to prescribe a limit to these appropriations 
in the outset, they will vote with me to lay this 
bill apon the table for the present, until we have 
some more definite information as to the cost of 
the site and the superstructure; if they are not dis- 

osed to prescribe some limits, but to go on as we 
fies done heretofore, without regard to the ulti- 
mate cost, they will refuse to lay this bill apon the 
table. If they do, so l am content. I only desire 
to obtain the sense of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I only wish to say that, in 
this case, estimates have been made, and plans of 
the building have been drawn by practical mechan- 
ics, and that the highest estimate of cost, which 
will be regulated entirely by the cost of the loca- 
tion fixed upon as a site, is $50,000; and that 
amountis fixed upon in plans and estimates made b 
the most competent mechanics in the ssiabhonheods 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I believe that 
there is no question whatever that this is a measure 
which ought to meet with the approbation of the 
Senate. As to the amount of money, I think it is 
quite reasonable, although I am obliged to say that 
the Senate has sometimes been misled by indefi- | 
nite propositions in en their first appropria- 
tions for objects of this kind. Now, sir, as I 
understand this matter, the sum of $30,000 was 
supposed by the department to be adequate to 
cover both the expense of a lot, and that of erect- 
ing a suitable building at the city of Bangor, 
and | would suggest to the Senator from Maine 
{Mr. Hamuin] the expediency of agreeing to the 
limitation of $30,000. 1 cannot doubt that that 
sum will answer all the purposes he has in 
view; that it will be sufficient both for the pur- 
chase of a lot and for the erection of a suita- 
ble custom-house, fit for the accommodation of 
the public in that place. If I had charge of such 
& measure, for any place in my portion of the 
country, as this is in that of the Senator from 
Maine, | think I should agree to the limitation pro- 
posed by the Senator from Kentucky, {Mr. Un- 
DERWOoD,] and let the bill pass. I think $30,000 
will be found to be amply adequate, both for the | 

urchase of the land and for the erection of the | 

uilding. It seems to me, that if there is yet some | 
doubt as to where the building is to be erected— | 
where its excellent location is to be—if the sum is | 
limited, the parties who have to sell the land will 
be more reasonable than they would otherwise be. | 
I would suggest, therefore, that the Senator from 
Maine should agree to the limitation. Were I in | 
his situation, I would do so; and that will proba- 
bly meet with the views of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and prevent further debate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 desire only what is right | 
and proper. I will propose an amendment to the | 








bill to the effect that the ultimate cost of the build- 
ing shall not exceed ,000. 
shape, at the end of the bill: 


“ Provided, That the cost of the site and the construction of 
eens shail not exceed the sum of forty thousand 


The question was then taken on the amend- 


{ will put it in this | 


ment, and it was agreed to. 

The bill having reported back to the Sen- 
ate, and the amendment to by the Senate 
as in Committee of the having been con- 


: ving 
a thind cag he bill was ordered to be engrossed for 





PRIVATE BILL. 

Mr. BORLAND. [ask the Senate now to take 
up Senate bill No. 13. It is the second on the 
calendar, and is for the relief of Cincinnatus Trous- 
dale and John G. Conolly, of Arkansas. I do not 
apprehend that there will be any discussion upon 
it, and it may be passed in two or three minutes. 

Mr. KING. [am very unwilling to throw any 
obstacles in the way of gentlemen taking up and 
passing their favorite bills, but there are a great 
many resolutions lying on the table, some of them 


ceed with them in their regular order. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wish to state that some 
time ago I asked the Senate to take up this bill, 
and I yielded the floor to some gentleman who 


had business which was thought of more import- | 


ance. And now, as the hour appropriated to 
morning business has nearly closed, I ask that this 
bill may be taken up. I can assure the Senate that 
it is not one on which there is the least probability 
of discussion. 


considered by the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. HALE. 
but it appears to me that it is to make an indefinite 
provision for the payment of two officers. I think 
the bill ought at least to limit the sum which they 
are to be paid. 

Mr. BORLAND. A few words of explanation, 
I think, will satisfy every Senator. 
are set forth by the Committee on Military Affairs, 
in a report made by them a longtime ago. They 
are these: During the Mexican war, the battalion 
commanded by myself was ordered to do duty at 


-points distant from the main army, which was com- 
Under an order by | 


manded by General Wool. 
him, I appointed two personsto perform the services 
of adjutant and quartermaster. Those persons 
were the parties for whose relief | have brought 
in this bill; and they were appointed by me, with 
the approval of General Wool. They were not 
commissioned officers, for there were not commis- 
sioned officers to spare for the performance of those 
duties. One of them was a non-commissioned 
officer, and the other was a private; and they per- 
formed those duties from the 26th of September to 
the 18th of November, acting under the orders of 
the commanding general. Upon the presentation 
of their accounts at the accounting offices here at 


I regret to vote against this bill; | 


| 


| 





| 
i 
} 
| 

i 
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nia into the Union as a State, for establishing 
territorial governments for Utah and New Mexico, 


and making proposals to Texas for the settlement 


of her northern and western boundary. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


|| New Hampshire is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. HALE. d had but a few remarks to make 
when I yielded the floor on Saturday, which I in- 
tended to make this morning; but, as they relate 
to myself, and as the Senator from Missouri has 


| requested me to waive my remarks this morning, as 
of great importance, and I'think we ought to pro- || he is prepared to proceed, for the purpose of giving 


| 
| 
| 


1} 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 





| 
ii 


}| him an eer to present his motion, I do so 


with pleasure, for his benefit; having no doubt the 
Senate will prefer to listen to his remarks. 

Mr. CLAY. I, of course, have no desire to 
prescribe in this matter. Far from it. But I 


| would ask leave to suggest to the Senator from 


| Missouri, whether the original idea upon which 
| he intended to act will not be better conformed to 
|| by not making his motion till the amendments are 
|| gone through with. There are but two or three 
The bill was taken up accordingly, and was || 


| hoped ee 


The facts | 


that remain to be acted upon, and upon those | 
think the Senate is now prepared to vete. After 
having done that, it seems to me it will be more 
suitable to make his motion than now, as indeed I 
understood him to design to make his motion after 
the amendments were gone through with. It was 
would be gone through with on Satur- 
day, but they were not. That wasa lostday. I 
think that we may get through with them to-day. 
I hope it may be so. 

Mr. BENTON. It is all considered, sir. [ 
said, at the time I gave notice of the metion te 
which reference has been made, that there were 
still some large points upon which gentlemen 


| might wish to offer remarks, and upon which they 


| might wish to have a vote taken. 


Sir, upon the 
motion which I now intend to make discussion can 


| take place upon those large points of the bill. I 


pow.move that the consideration of this bill be 
postponed until the fourth day of March, 1851. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. This question takes 
priority over all the amendments. 
Mr. BENTON then addressed the Senate at 


| length, in support of his motion in favor of the 


indefinite postponement. [See the Appendix for 


| the speech. 


Washington, the equity of the claim was admitted; || 


but, under the regulations of the department, they 
could not be paid. 
to allow them that amount—to allow to one of them 
his pay as adjutant, and the other his pay as quar- 
termaster, for the time specified—merely from the 
26th of September to the 18th of November. 

Mr. HALE. In the same year? 

Mr. BORLAND. Yes, in the same year. These 
men rendered efficient service in these capacities. 


I introduced a bill, therefore, | 


Mr. HALE next addressed the Senate in con- 
tinuation of some personal remarks between him- 
self and Mr. Dawson, on Saturday. 

Mr. DAWSON replied. 

lt is proper that this discussion should be 
reserved until we publish the debate of which it is 
a continuation. 

Mr. CASS (Mr. Darron, who rose at the same 
time, yielding) next obtained the floor, bat gave 
way, on the suggestion of Mr. Rusx, for a motion 
to adjourn. 

The Senate, however, first proceeded to the con- 


| sideration of executive business, and after some 


They are very poor, and the amount cannot exceed | 


that which would be given to an adjutant and a 
quartermaster for that short period. ‘This is fixed, 
and the only object of the bill is to make the 
amount equal to the pay of an adjutant and a quar- 
termaster for that time. 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was subsequently read a third time and passed. 


RESOLUTION ADOPTED. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Kine on the 7th instant, was taken up and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 


municate to the Senate such information as his department | 


can furnish as to the practicability of removing the obstruc- 
tion and deepening the channel at Dog river bar and Choc- 
taw pass, in Mobile bay, with the estimate of tost, if any 
such has been made. 


SEATS FOR REPORTERS. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, the 
Senate proceeded to consider the resolution re- 


ported from the Committee on Public Buildings on 
the 7th instant: 





| 


That the Secretary of the Senate is hereby in- | 


Resolved, 
structed to procure and cause to be placedin the areain the 
centre, two chairs suitable for the purpose, the same to be 
appropriated to the use of the official reporters of the Senate 
proceedings and debates. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill providing for the admission of Califor- 








time so engaged, the doors were reopened. 
THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. BORLAND moved that the joint resolu- 
tion reported from the Committee on Printing be 
recommitted to the Committee on Printing; which 
motion was agreed to. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespar, June 11, 1850. 
The House met at eleven,a.m. The Journal 


|| was read anid approved. 


CALIFORNIA. 


On motion of Mr. INGE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Boyp in the chair,) and. resumed 
the consideration of the President’s message trans- 
mitting the constitution of California. 

Mr. HOWARD (who was entitled to the floor 
from iast night) addressed the committee, (in re- 
marks which will be published in the Appendix.) 

The floor was then given to 

Mr. McDOWELL, who addressed the com- 
mittee on the general subjects, (in remarks of 
which a report is in preparation, and which will 
be published in the Appendix.) 

he hour of one having arrived—- 

The Chairman’s hammer fell, and 

The CHAIR stated that the time allotted to de- 
bate by order of the Heuse had expired. 
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Mr. McCLERNAND inquired. what was the 
proposition before the committee? 

Mr. MecDOW ELL, (who still remained on his 
feet) Have I done? 

Cures of “Go on,” “ go on.” 


ginia can only proceed by universal consent. 

Mr. CONGER rose and objected. 

Mr. MecDOWELL addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made to the 
genileman’s proceeding. 

Mr. KAUFMAN, (to Mr. Concern.) 


obiection. 


now rising to seek their various seats. 


quested gentlemen to resume their seats and pre- 
serve order, stating that it would be impossible to 
proceed to bnsiness until order was restored. 

A pause of several minutes ensued, 

Order having in some degree been restored — 

Tie CHAIRMAN. In reply to the inquiry of 


the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. McCiernanp,} | 
the Chair begs leave té express his opinion that, | 
as growing out of the President’s message trans- | 


mitting the constitution of California, the bill of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] is the 
subject immediately before the committee for its 
action. The Clerk will proceed to read the bill. 
Mr. JONES. We have been here a long time 
holding night-sessions. 


printed, which have just come tn this morning, 
and been laid on our tables. 
not had time to read or examine them. 


committee, that the committee rise, for the purpose 
of adjourning till to-morrow. 


Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. || 


Fowrer and Hami.ton were appointed. 


The question was taken, and the tellers report- | 


od—ayes 86, noes 107. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN again called to order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND addressed the Chair, and 
simultaneously 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who said he 
rose to inquire whether the bill had ever been read? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the negative. 

ao en I call for the reading of 
the bill. 

Mr. McCLERNAND., I rose for the purpose 
of making an inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, called the com- 
mittee to order, and stated that the noise in the 
Fall was so great that the Chair could not hear 
what was said by gentlemen. It was impossible 
to get along with anything like regularity unless 
order was preserved, 

Mr. McLANE rose to a point of order. 
Chair (he said) had stated in reply to an inquiry 


of one having arrived, the bill of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] was the pending 
question before the Committee. He (Mr. McL.) 
submitted to the Chair that the bill of the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin, and the amendment thereto 
of the gentleman from Miss« ari, [Mr.Green,] and 


the substitute which he (Mr. McL.) had had the || 


honor to offer were the questions now pénding. 

The CHAIRMAN. The reference of the Chair 
was not at all inconsistent with that state of the 
question, 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I rose to a point of or- 
der before the gentleman from Matyland—— 

Mr. McLANE. The gentieman from Illinois 
will allaw me, ! hope, to state my point. I am 
very far from wishing to interfere with the gentle- 
man, ’ 

Mr. DUER, (to the Chair.) I hope order will 
be restored. It is impossible to hear anything 
that is going on. 

The CHAIRMAN again called the committee 
to order, and said he was very much obliged to 
the gentleman from New York for making the re- 
en The Chair would again remark, that unless 
there is less disorder and confusion, it will be im- 
possible to act understandingly, and the Chair will 
state his determination not to proceed unless in 
order. He trusted every gentleman would see 
the necessity of endeavoring to preserve order. 


l hope | 
the gentleman from New York will withdraw his | 


Several very long and | 
important amendments have been ordered to be | 


We certainly have || 
1 there- | 
fore propose, if it meets the approbation of the || 





The |! 
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Mr. McLANE.. The point of order which I 
submit.to the Chair is ths: When the gentleman 
from Wisconsin offered his bill, which | now hold 
in my hand, for the consideration of the commit- 


| tee, the gentleman from Georgia, on my right, 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- || 


{[Mr. Toomss,} had the floor; the gentleman gave 


| way to the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Green,] 
| in order that the gentleman from Missouri might 
| bring to the consideration of the eommittee an 
| amendment; that amendment was offered. The 
| gentleman from Georgia spoke to the bill of the 


gentleman from Wisconsin, as proposed 
gentleman from Missouri to be amended. 


he was followed by the gentleman from Illinois, 
on my right, [Mr. Baxer.] I took the floor after 


the gentleman from Illinois, and moved an amend- | 
| ment as a substitute for the bill, and I made my 
The CHAIRMAN rapped to order; and re- || 


speech to the bill as proposed to be amended by 


| the gentleman from Missouri, and as further pro- | 
_ posed to be amended by the substitute which I | 
|| offered. 
| the Chair, that the question pending is the bill of 


I now submit, as a question of order, to 


the gentleman from Wisconsin, as proposed to be 


| amended by the gentleman from Missouri, and to | 


be amended further by the substitute offered by 
myself 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the 
| amendment of the gentlenian from Maryland as 
| pending; but that amendment being in.the form of 
| a substitute, the question. upon it cannot be taken 
| until the original bill shall have been gone through 
| and perfected, 
Mr. McLANE, The Chair, then, considers || 


the substitute as pending; which is precisely the 


| point which I make. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. 


the gentleman from Wisconsin be read. 


Mr. Dory’s bill was accordingly read, as fol- || 
| lows: 
A BILL to admit the State of California into the Union, || 


Whereas, the people of California have formed for them- | 
selves a constitution and State government, and applied for | 


admission into the Union as a State; and whereas, the 


| said constitution has been officially communicated to Con- | 
|| gress, and is republican; Therefore, 
| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of || 
|) the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That the || 
| State of California, with the boundaries described in the || 
| said constitution, shall be one, and is hereby declared to be 
| one, of the United States of America, and admitted inte the. ||. 
| Union on an equal footing with the original States, in all | 
| respects whatever. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacte?, That the said State of | 
California shall never interfere with the primary disposal of | 
| the soil within the same by the United States, nor with any 
| regulations Congress may make for securing the title insuch 
| soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and no tax shall be im- || 


posed on lands the property of the United States; which 
said provisions are bereby declared to be fundamental con- 


| ditions, upon which the said State is admitted into the 


Union. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. 1 understand that the 


pending question is on the amendment of Me | 


gentleman from Missouri to the bill? 


The CHAIRMAN. That is the first question. || 


Mr. SEDDON rose to a question of order, and 


| inquired if he understood the Chair to intimate || 
made by a gentleman on his right, that the hour || 


that the amendments first to be offered were 
amendments to the original bill? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. SEDDON. Then I have several proposi- 
tions of amendment to that bill. 

ee McCLERNAND. I rise to a point of 
orcer. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is addressing the Chair upon a point of order. 

Mr. SEDDON. I want to know 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will suspend till order is restored. The 
Chair would respectfully request gentlemen to 
come to order. 


Mr. SEDDON inquired of the Chair if amend- | 


ments to the bill of the gentleman from Wisconsin 
were not first in order, and if they did not take 
precedence in the order of the line which the 
proposed to amend? He had one or two amend- 
ments to the first line. 

The CHAIRMAN'’S reply to Mr. Szeppon was 
not heard. 

Mr. McCLERNAND inguired if the pending 
question was not upon the amendments of the 
gentleman from Missouri ? 

The CHAIRMAN. That is the pending ques- 
tion. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I propose to move an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute for the 
bill. Iam aware that the Chair has decided that 


by the 
When | 
|| the gentleman from Georgia coneluded his remarks 
Great confusion prevailed. The area in front | 
of the Chair was filled ty gentlemen who had 


gathered there to hear Mr. McDoweE 1, and were | 


I ask that the bill of | 


June ll, 
| the vote cannot be taken on the amendment which 
'| | proposed until the original bill shall have beep 
| pesiesiee by the committee; but when that shall 

ave been done, will not the question recur on m 
| amendment? y 
| The CHAIRMAN was understood to say, that 
|| he had not looked at the order in.which the Va. 
| rious propositions of amendment had been made 
| Phe substitute of the gentleman from Maryland 
|| (Mr. McLane] was in order,-but the vote could 
'| not be taken upan it until the committee had per- 
|| fected the original bill. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he believed that, in 
| strict parliamentary law, it had not, up to this time 
|| been competent to move an amendment in the na. 
| ture of a substitute to the original bill; and it was 
not now in order to vote upon a substitute unti} 
| the bill should have been perfected, 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
| the gentleman from Illinois, that, in the opinion 
|| of the Chair, the bill must be taken up section b 

section and line by line. While the amendment 
of the gentleman from Missouri was in order the 
Chair held that it would be proper to suspend the 
vote upon that proposition until the preceding lines 
shall have been amended. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. SEDDON. 





In the first section ! pro- 
pose 
‘|| TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman will sus. 
pend for a moment. 
Mr. HILLIARD. 
of the Chair 
The CHAIRMAN repeated that the amend. 
ment of the gentleman from Maryland was in or- 
| der, but it was not in order to vote upon it until 
|| the original bill should have been perfected. 
Mr. HILLIARD. I desire to move an amend- 
| ment to the first section of the bill. 
The first section was read, as follows : 
Be it enacted, §c., That the State of California, with the 
|| boundaries described in the said constitution, shall be one, 
and is hereby declared to be one, of the United States of 
America, and admitted into the Union on an equal footing 
|) with the original States in all respects whatever, 
Mr. HILLIARD. I move the following amend- 
| ment: 
Strike out of the first line the words ‘ with the 
| boundaries described: in said constitution,’’ and 


I design to ask permission 


| insert at the end of the section the following, viz: 
. “And the said State shall embrace within its limits al! the 
territory acquired from Mexico known as upper California, 
|) lying north of the parallel of 36° 30’ north latitude.” 

Mr. GREEN rose to a point of order, and said 
| the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama 
|| proposed to come in preeisely at the point where 





| his (Mr, G.’s) amendment commenced—at the 
| termination of the first section—and consequently 
| it was not in order until his (Mr, G.’s) amendment 
| should have been disposed of, 
| Mr. HILLIARD. I don’t know what the gev- 
tleman’s amendment is. Will he have the kind- 
ness to state his amendment? 
Mr. GREEN said a word which was lost to the 
| reporter. 
Mr. HILLIARD. I believe my amendment is 
| the only one before the House. 
|| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
|| that the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
'| from. Alabama is identical with that proposed by 
| the gentleman‘from Missouri. , 
||. Mr. HILLIARD. I understand it to be widely” 
| different. ob 
i} ThaCHAIRMAN, (toMr. Huaiurp,) Will 
| the gentleman suspend his remarks to allow the 
| amendment of the gentleman from Missouri to be 
| read? ' 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Will the 
| Chair allow me to make a suggestion ? . 
| The CHAIRMAN. | Thegentleman from Mis- 
} souri {Mr. Green) is on. the floor. 
|| .Mr. THOMPSON, I rose merely to a point 
|, of order. , 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Mis- 
' souri is already on the floor upon a point of order. 
| Mr. GREEN. The point of order which I 
_ make is this, not that the amendments are the 
‘same, but that the gentleman from Alabama pro- 
_ posed his amendment to come in at the same point 
_at which I propose mine. The Chair very prop- 
erly rules that an amendment to a preceding line 
would be in order before my amendment; but 4s 
the amendment.of the gentleman from Alabama 
and my amendment.come in at the same place, 





j offered takes precedence. 
a ane STRMANT ‘The ‘Chair had. under 








, 






l 50. ities 








stood that the amendment of the gentleman from | 
Missouri comes in at the end of the bill. i 
Mr. GREEN. The Chair is mistaken. [I pro- i 
ose, instead of the end of the bill, to have it come 
i at the end of the first section. | 
Mr. SEDDON... [rise to a question of order. | 
if | understand, no amendment is in order to a | 
subsequent part of a section so long as an amend- 
meat 1s offered, or is liable to be offered to a pre- | 
cedent part of it. I have an amendment to offer 
in the first line. I now propose to offer it; and I | 
insist that, until it shall have been disposed of, no || 
amendment to another part of the section will be } 
in order. | 
" TheCHAIR. Such is the decision of the Chair. H 
Mr. GREEN rose and was recognized by the j 
{ 


j 
j 
| 


hair. 
= HILLIARD. Do I understand the Chair | 
to decide—— 

Mr. GREEN (interposing) said he would yield | 
the floor to the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. | 
Hiuiarp. | 

The CHAIRMAN requested Mr. Hitxtiarp to | 
state at what point he proposed that his amend- || 
ment should come in. i] 

Mr. HILLIARD explained. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment of the || 
gentieman from Alabama (Mr. Hriiiarp) was in || 
order as an amendment to the first line of the bill. | 

The reading of the amendment was called for, || 
and it was read. i] 

Mr. SEDDON. I understand the decision of || 
the Chair to have been that no amendment was in || 
order to any subsequent part of the section so long || 
as an amendment was offered to the first line. H 

The CHAIR. The amendment of the gentle- | 
man from Alabama (Mr. Hittiary] is an amend- | 
ment to the first line. 

Great confusion ensued, and the Chairman for || 
some time found it impossible to restore order. 

Mr. FOWLER addressed the Chair. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will not hear || 
any gentleman until the committee shall come to | 
order. 

Mr. FOWLER. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman rise 
toa point of order? 

Mr. FOWLER. Ido. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state || 
his point of order. 3 

Mr. FOWLER. The question of order is this— | 
whether it is in order for the House to remain in || 
ine after the Chair has repeatedly called to | 
order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is disorderly to do so. || 

a amendment of Mr. Hivuiarp was again i 
read, 

Mr. HILLIARD explained where it was to | 
come in. 

Mr. GREEN rose to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. he amendment of the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hituiarp] appears 
to come in at the end of the first section of the 
bill. The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Seppon] | 
noes to offer an amendment to the first line of ||| 

e bill. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I also propose an amend- | 
ment to the first line of the bill, by striking out; 
and | submit that my amendment is the first in | 











| 


order. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that a few mo-| 
ments should be allowed to decide the question of 
precedence between the two amendments; and the | 
Chairman requested the gentleman from Virginia | 

- Seppon} to send his amendment to the 
air. 

Mr. Seppow sent his amendment to the Chair, || 
which was read substantially as follows: Strike 
out all after the enacting clause,-in the first section, | 
and insert, “* That the portion of the State of Cali- |, 
fornia lying north of 36° 30’, shall be, and is here- | 
by declared to be, one of the United States of | 








salts 





ject of the boundary. Hence, he submitted, that 


- TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize 


'| Seppow] will be entitled to the floor, on the pend- 


| know upon what ground precedence is given to 
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The CHAIRMAN said that the preamble was | 
always last in order. 
Mr. GREEN rose, he said, to a question of 

order, which he desired to submit, in order that 
the’ committee might arrive at some conclusion 
which would enable them to proceed with the bill. 
All the amendments which had been offered to the | 
first section, were predicated uponjthe subject-mat- | 
ter of the boundary. He had enjoyed the privi- | 
lege of submitting the first amendment on the sub- 


amendment was enti’lied to priority. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion | 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- | 
inia [Mr. Seppon] has precedence. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Then I call for the reading | 
of the amendment. 
Mr. HILLIARD addressed the Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen will suspend 
until the committee come to order. 
Mr. HILLIARD again addressed the Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman sus- | 
pend, either until order is restored, or until the | 
fact shall have been ascertained that we cannot 
have order? 
Mr STEPHENS, of Georgia, addressed the 
Chair. 
Mr. SWEETSER. I rise to a question of order. 


no gentleman until order has been restored. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move that | 
the committee rise. 
The CHAIRMAN. When order shall have | 
been restored, the gentleman can make the motion, | 
hut not before. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (after a pause,) | 
I move that the committee rise. 
The CHAIRMAN. When the committee shall | 
come to order, the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 


ing amendment. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I am unwilling to interrupt 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Seppon,)} but 
I desire to know upon what grounds the Chair 
has decided that the amendment of that gentleman 
has precedence over that which | submitted. 

The CHAIRMAN. Simply for the reason, 





| that the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- | 


ginia [Mr. Seppon] relates to a portion of the bill | 
anterior to that to which the amendment of the 


| gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hiiirarp] relates. 


Mr. SWEETSER addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Hrixrarp] is entitled to the floor. The | 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Sweerser] is not in | 
order. 

Mr. WINTHROP addressed the Chair. May | 
I ask (he said) that the amendment of the ¢entle- | 
man from Virginia [Mr. Seppon] may be read, 
before he proceeds to make his remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. When order is restored, 
the amendment will be again read. 

After the lapse of a few moments, the amend- 
ment was again read. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. And the Chair will remind | 
the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Hiviiarp,) | 
that, under present circumstances, the question of 
order is not debatable. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Ido not propose to debate 
it. I merely desire to suggest that I sent an | 
amendment to the Chair, proposing an amend- 
ment to the first line, by striking out. I do not 





the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Seppo. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair ? 

Mr. HILLIARD. May [ ask that the amend- 
ment be again read ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Order, gentlemen, order in 


America, and admitted into the Union onan equal || the Hall. ‘The Chair will feel constrained to ad- 


whatever.”’ 


Mr. MEADE rose, he said, to a question of 
er. 


footing with the original States, in all respects | dress members a names if the 
| et order, or 


Mr. GREEN addressed the Chair, | 


do not 
Chairman will leave the 

hair, and let a we na take care of itself. It 
is impossible t ness can proceed with regu- 
larity, or with satisfaction to anybody, unless the 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentieman from Mis- | committee will maintain order. The gentleman 


souri (Mr. Green] will suspend until order is | 


Mr. MEADE wasunderstood to inquire whether | | 


an amendment in the 
‘nia ooh paliete Snes ee) 





from Virginia [Mr. Seppow]} pro to strike 
out from the first section of the bill the following 
words, which will be read by the Clerk, (the 
words were again read;] and to insert the following, 
which will be read: (they were again read.} 





_ue 


Mr. HILLIARD. I make the point of or- 

era 

Great confusion and disorder. 

— amendment of Mr. Hi.uiarp was again 
read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Seppon] is first in order. 

Mr. HILLIARD, I submit a question of order. 
If I understand, the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Seppo] proposes to 

Mr. CARTTER. I rise to a question of order, 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama (Mr. Hixurarp] is on the floor on s ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. CARTTER. It isa question of order upon 
the gentleman from Alabama. The Chair has de- 
cided that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Hititarp] is not in order, and the 
gentleman is proceeding to discuss it, 

The CHAIRMAN called to order. 

Mr. HILLIARD proceeded to explain what his 
amendment was. 

Mr. SEDDON claimed the floor, remarking that 











| he could not yield it. 


The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the Chair, 


|| the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 


{Mr. Seppoy] is in order, and upon that amend- 


|} ment the gentleman from Virginia is entitled to 
g g 


the floor. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I appeal from 
the decision of the Chair; and the Chair will no 
doubt permit me to state the reasons why I do so. 
Many friends about me believe that the business 
of the committee cannot go on under that decision. 
Isubmit to the Chair that no amendment is if or- 
der except an amendment to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Green.] The 


| Chair has decided that the amendment of that gen- 


tleman to the first section of billis pending, with- 
out regard to any line inthe section. Thatis in 
accordance with the uniform practice. The first 
section was read. The amendment was then read. 

Mr. STRONG, (interposing.) Is the question 
debatable ? 

Mr. McLANE. I am not debating. J am stating 
the point of order. The amendment to the first sec- 
tion is pending—that is to say, the amendment of 
the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Green.} [| 
submit that the original bill introduced by the 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory} must be 
amended and perfected, section by section, and 
that no amendment is in order except an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri. I therefore appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, ruling the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Seppon]} (which is an amend- 
ment to the first section of the bill, and not to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri) in 
order. 

Mr.McCLERNAND. With the permission of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Sappow,] I 
move that the committee rise. 

Mr. SEDDON. I am content to yield the floor 
for that motion, with the understanding that I am 
entitled to it when the consideration of this subject 
shall be again resumed. 

{A number of voices. Certainly—you will be 
so. 

the CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Seppon] to be in order, and from that decision the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. McLane] appeals. 
The question is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 

Mr. VINTON. I rise to inquire as to a matter 
of fact. I wish to know who offered the first 
amendment—whether the amendment of the gen- 
tlemen from Missouri, [Mr. Greew,} or of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, {[Mr. Hitiianp,} or of the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Seppow}' were first 
offered. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Green] had offered an amend- 
ment to come in at the end of the bill. 

Mr. GREEN, (interposing.) At the end of the 
first section. : 

The CHAIRMAN. A motion has been made 
that the committee rise. 

“Mr. SEDDON. I would prefer not to yield the 
floor for that motion. The amendment offered by 
myself— ; 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order to de- 
bate the pending question. 
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Mr. SEDDON. I decline to yield the floor. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
committee rise. 

Mr. SEDDON. I have expressly declined to 
yield the floor for that motion. 


" The CHAIR. The gentleman from Virginia || 


[Mr. Seppon] will recollect that the gentleman 


from Maryland [Mr. McLane] rose to a question || 


of order. Daring the pending of that question, the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCrennanp] 
got the floor and moved tha: the committee rise. 

Mr. GORMAN. Is it in order to move to 
amend the motion so as to provide that the com- 
mittee rise and report the bill to the House, and 
recommend its passage ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
as an amendment is pending. The question is on 
the motion that the comm ttee rise. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Gippinas, of 
Ohio, and Howarp, of Texas, were appointed. 


And the question was taken and decided in the | 


negative—ayes 7i, noes 106. _ 
So the committee refused to rise. 
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|| to the support of this amendment;—of such south- 


I have moved that the | 


|| Union. 
| that there would be any such antagonism or in- 


ern mes, [| venture to ask an audience and con- 


| sideration to this view. 


I thir« it very clear, Mr. Chairman, that the 

| Constitution did not contemplate distinctly, in the 
enjoyment of the common property of the Con- 
fheey that there should be partition or sever- 
alty in use among the States or sections of the 
It was not framed upon the supposition 


|| compatibility of interest between the States or 


| sections of the Confederacy that equality of en- 


joyment and free participation to all could not be 


‘obtained by community of possession, and the 


| privilege of general settlement by the citizens of 


It is not in order so long | 


all, with their property, in every portion of the 
joint domain. The fundamental principle—the 
primary end, however, of the Constitution in rela- 
tion to this matter was equality of right and priv- 


| ilege among the people of the different States, in 


The question then recurred on the appeal of Mr. | 


McLane from the decision of the Chair, ruling 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Szppon] to be in order, 


The CHAIRMAN again stated the question, | 
and the reason for the decision; remarking that he | 


had no pride of opinion in regard to it, and that the 
Chair would endeavor to carry out the decision of 
the committee, whatever that may be. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
man from Missouri [Mr. Green] still insists that 
his proposition was offered as an amendment to 
the first section of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN assented. 

Mr. SCHENCK. ThenI presume itis in order. 


[ understand that the gentle- | 


the use and enjoyment of the common territory of 
the Union. Freedom of general settlement was 
but one (and, as must be confessed, the most na- 
tural and easy) mode of accomplishing this pri- 
mary object of equality and right. But if, from 
after events, or the development of latent causes 
then existing, such antagonism or incompatibility 
of interest arose between the States or sections of the 


| Union, that there could not be free participation and 


equal enjoyment under community of possession 
and settlement, then to attain the primary end, 
and give to all real participation, some other mode 
than that of joint holding must be devised and re- 


| sorted to. The natural, as well as equitable resort 
| would be to partition—a division of the common 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has so decided, || 


but has also decided thatan amendment to the 
prior portion of the section is first in order. 

Mr. DUER. I hope the question will be taken 
on the appeal. 

And the question, ‘Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?’’ 


was then taken, and decided in the negative with- | 


outa division. ; 
So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 


territory that could not be jointly settled, and an 
assignment of just proportions to each of the 
States or sections having such incompatible inter- 
ests. Would not this be not only consistent with, 


| but actualy demanded by the spirit and intent of 
| the Constitution, and in the case supposed, of in- 


compatible interests, be the only just plan of carry- 
ing out the provisions of the Constitution? This 


was exactly, as I understand, the ground of | 


| principle on which the Missouri compromise was 


| the slaveholding 


And the amendment of the gentleman from || 


Missouri (Mr. Green] was declared to be first in 
order, 

The amendment was read as follows: 

Provided, however, That the southern boundary of the 
State of California shall be the parallel of latitude of thirty- 
six degrees and thirty minutes: .4nd provided further, That 
the line of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes of north 
latitude, known as the Missouri compromise line, as defined 


originally adopted. It was alleged that between 


there could notbe community of settlement and 
equality of enjoyment while the territory was 


|| open to all, for that the admission of the slave 


| was the exclusion of the white laborer. 


I deter- 


| mine not the fact whether this was so in reality 
| —in my opinion it was not, and therefore, on that 
| ground, as well as because of the grossly inequi- 


| table partition 


by the eighth section of an act entitled “ An act to author- || 
ize the people of the Missouri Territory to form a consti- | 


tation and State government, and for the admission of such | 


State into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States, and to prohibit slavery in certain territories,” ap- 
proved March sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, be, and 
the same is hereby, declared to extend to the Pacific ocean, 
and the said eighth section, together with the compromise 
therein effected, is hereby revived, and declared to be in 
fuli foree and binding for the future organization of the 
territories of the United States, in the same sense and with 
phe same understanding with which it was originally adopted; 
and upon the ratification of the boundaries of the State of 
California, as hereby limited and declared by the people of 
said State, in euch manner as the Legislature thereof may 
propose, the admission of said State into the Union on an 
equal footing with the original States, shall, by proclamation 
of the President, be declared complete. 


Mr, GREEN supported his amendment in a few | voked under even stronger circumstances, 


remarke, 

Mr. SEDDON moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Green, by inserting after the word * ef- 
fected,’’ the following, viz: 


/ 


opponents. 


| 


made for the South, I have 
always deemed the Missouri compromise a most 
disastrous and unfortunate adjustment, and had I 
been at its adoption a member of this House, I 
think I would have been found among its sternest 
Its principle, however, [ am now 
dealing with, and that, although unequally applied, 
was, on the supposition of incompaubility of joint 


|| enjoyment and settlement, just and constitutional. 


i 


; 


| 
| 


} 


It was the principle of partition—of joint owners 
dividing and assigning to each a partin severalty. 
jIn principle and in fact, whatever was the mere 
language of the compromise, the territory north 
of the line was assigned to the North and its insti- 


\| tution; that below it, to the South and her institu- 


tions. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, this principle is again in- 
The 
former division. has increased and made much more 


clear the alleged antagonism of interests—the 
| incompatibility of joint occupancy and joint settle- 


«* Making practically a partition between the slaveholding 


and non-slaveholding States, as to the privilege of settle- 
ment.”? 


Mr. SEDDON said: 


I concur, Mr. Chairman, in the amendment offer- 
ed by the honorable gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Gruen,] and I have suggested a verbal addition, 
to enable me briefly to present a view which may 
serve to show its compatibility, at least, with the 
spirit and provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States, and thus remove some objections 
to its adoption, I belong myself to that class of 
State-rights politicians who have generally been 
suppesed to be opposed, on constitutional grounds, 
to the Missouri compromise. 


i 


| 


. had. 


ment. To attain the primary end of equality of 
right and privilege, under the Constitution, division 
between the opposing sections or States must be 
It is now sanctioned by previous precedent, 
recommended by the peaceand fraternal feeling it 
once restored and assimilated by use and acqui- 


| escence in the minds of the people to fundamental 


|| law. Let it be again resorted to, but on the prin- 
|| ciple of just partition and with a recognition of the 
|| rights of the opposing States in the parts severally 
| assigned, as is here practically done; and I trust 


: 
} 


! 
} 


} 


| 


} 


i$ is the case with some southern members, that | 


constitutional scruples may interpose difficulties |, 


all of present agitation may yet redound only to the 
rmanency and glory of our Union. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the amendment of the gentlemen from Missouri, 


have seen it con- || [Mr. G 5] by addi t 
jectured in rejation to myself, and I am aware that eta after ae cree 


following, viz: 


“ Provided, however, That it shall be no objection to the 
admission into the Union of any State which may hereafter 


and non-slaveholding States | 


June 1], 


a, 


be formed out of the territory lying south of the para! 
latitude 36° 30’, that the constitution of said State maa “ 
thorize or establish African slavery therein.” 7” 


Mr. STANTON ‘said, there is no gentleman 0 

this floor more desirous that this great and ee. 
citing question should be settled than myself. I 
| know, too, sir, that there exists among my constit. 
| uents an all-pervading solicitude, that our con. 
| tentions here should be brought to an early close 
| that we should adopt some settlement that wii 
| give peace and quiet to the public mind. No ge. 
_tlement which may be made can give quiet ang 
| repose to the country, which is not based upon 
fair and equitable principles. No patchwork wij 
permanent—no measure which leaves this subject 
open to future agitation and interminable conien. 
tion will be satisfactory to the State which |, in 
part, represent, or to the people of any other State 
having su great a stake in the peculiar interst jn. 
volved. Were I to return to my constituents 
having voted for any half-way, imperfect measure. 
sacrificing the great constitutional rights of those 
whom I represent—having voted for a settlement 
which in truth was no settlement—lI should not 
only be indignantly repudiated by them, but that 
repudiation would be just and well merited. 

Sir, there can be no substantial, permanent, and 
satisfactory settlement of this great question, that 
does not respect the constitutional rights of the 
people of Kentucky and other slaveholding States 
—that does not recognize their right to an equal 
participation in the settlement and enjoyment of 
the territories. Adopt any other plan of seitle. 
ment, which does not have this object in view, 
and it will be utterly worthless. The proposition 
which I have offered simply asserts a principle 
which every man of intelligence must agree is a 
correct one, that the States south of 36° 30’, when 
they ask admission into the Union, should not be 
denied on account of any provision which their 
| constitutions may contain in regard to slavery. 
Certainly, if the North intends to deal fairly and 
justly with the South, northern men will not fail to 
| support the amendment which embodies this prin- 

ciple. 
What is our present condition? Here are fifteen 
States represented upon this floor, in which sla- 
very is tolerated, and fifteen which are called free 
States. These latter have the numerical majority 
on this floor, and they say to the slave States, that 
in all time to come you shall never extend your 
institutions one inch beyond their present bounda- 
ries, while they claim, and exercise the right of 
going with their institutions into any and all parts 
_of the territory belonging to the Union. If this be 
the fixed, resolute purpose of the majority, delib- 
erately, and, as I believe, maliciously determined 
upon, then, indeed, the partnership between us is 
unequal, and it is time the people of the South 
should knowit. . It behooves the representatives 
of the southern States to insist firmly upon their 
rights, and require an unequivocal recognition of 
them below the parallel of 36° 30’, if that line 
should be the basis of compromise. For one, sir, 
I shall give no vote here which excludes my con- 
stituents from their just rights in the territories, or 
which denies to them a fair and equal participation 
in the settlement and enjoyment of those territo- 
ries. I shall insist upon the adoption of the amend- 
ment I have offered, as a measure of justice to the 
people of the slaveholding portion of the Union, 
and one which the North, if it intends to deal fair- 
ly with us, cannot withhold. 
Mr. MEADE obtained the floor, and requested 
Mr. Stanton to withdraw the amendment, he 
promising to renew it. 


Mr. STANTON accordingly withdrew it with 





do. No measure which is not just, and fair, and 
| 
| 
| 








that understanding. 

Mr. MEADE ‘said he would vote for the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri, which 
is nothing more nor less than the old Missouri 
compromise; and though he believed that under 
the Constitution he had a right to go to any part 
of the ‘territories of the United States with his 
property of every description, yet upon a doubt- 


fal point of constitutional law, involving vital in- 


terests of a sectional character, it was the duty of 


the two sections to compromise their differences 
by an agreed construction, and especially where 
the opinions of neither could be adopted as the 
rule of action without seriously injuring the rights 
of the other. This is a gestion of implied power. 
No direct grant was tobe found in the Constitu- 
tion. We are to presume that both sides are 
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equally honest in their interpretation of the Can- 


‘tution. But the views of neither can be adopt- 
od without serious injury to the other, amounting 
7 a disfranchisement. in ordinary cases, the will 
" the majority would, and ought to be submitted 
a In cases Tike this, it cannot be, because it in- 
voleel the very existence of the weaker party. If 
the constitutional views of both parties are hon- 
estly and seriously entertained, then neither can 
say authoritatively that the other is wrong. It 

vesents the very case for a compromise, as neither 
tan submit to the views of the other. An agreed 
construction of the Constitution, therefore, where 
each shall yield something to the other, is the 
only alternative to disruption, and the question 
becomes one ofcompromise or separation. A third 
result, it is trae, may be the submission of one of 
the parties. Now, sir, let us settle this dispute, in 
imitation of our fathers, by waiving the question 
of power and dividing the territory. We offer the 

North the *‘lion’s share.” : , 

Mr. McWILLIE renewed the motion, and said: 

Mr. Chairman, * have made the motion now 
under consideration, with the honest purpose of 
perfecting the bill, so far as to be able, if possible, 
to give the measure my support; believing, as I do, 
that no measure is so likely to pacify the country 
as the adoption of the Missouri compromise line, 
Tcannot do otherwise than voteforit. I would sup- 

ort almost any measure which would give repose 
tothecountry. The Missouri compromise line has 
in its favor a preseription of thirty years; the 
people understand it, and, in my opinion, it is the 
safest measure for the whole country. If wecannot | 
enjoy this territory in common, why not divide it? 
| greatly deprecate the present excitement—I think 
itmost mischievous in its effects upon the country. | 

Since the first day of the session of the present 
Congress, we have been sowing dragon’s teeth: 
] fear we are to have an abundant harvest of armed | 
men. Wehere are in the habit of talking about a | 
dissolution of the Union, and the formation of a 
northern and southern confederacy. We may 
readily, by the use of a sufficient quantity of 
powder, blow this Capitol to fragments; but no 
man can tell who would be destroyed by the ex- 
plosion, or where the pieces would fall. So ag 

io the dissolution of the Union—no man can tell 

what may be the result, To avoid such a catas- 
trophe, we should settle the question now unfor- 
tunately causing so much excitement and dis- 
agreement between the two sections of the coun- 
try, ina manner which shall satisfy all, by doing 
justice to all. 

As to the Mexican laws, of which we have 
heard so much in this debate, I do not believe that 
there is the shadow of a shade of a Mexican law, 
on the subject of slavery, in force in the newly- 
acquired territories. ‘The civil inStitutions of that 
people, existing under the Mexican laws at the 
time we acquired the territories—the rights of prop- 
erty, the rights and obligations of contract, the 








civil relations of parent and child, of husband and | 


wife, have come to us; and if the institution of sla- 
very had been there, it, too, would have come. 
But there is no such thing there; the institution of 
slavery does not exist: the declaration that it 
should not be there was but a mere emanation of 
the sovereign will; it was the political law of the 
land, and, being such, I hold was superseded by 
the extension Of our political law, the Constitution, 
over those territories. But that point being dis- 
puted, it is our duty to pass upon it. 
be anxious to stttle our present difficulties, and shall 
we dodge the question? shail we evadeit? shall we 
go home and leave it to the courts hereafter under 


the excitement and fury which has been gotten up | 


~—shall we leave it to the courts year after year to 
have this question debated before them, for the 
Pea of agitation, and with the result ibly 
of destroying this glorious fabric of our Union? 





















We profess to | 





The five minutes expired. 
Mr. MeWILLIE withdrew the amendment 
"te nate the request of 
Mr. CARTTER, who renewed it, to afford him 
&n opportunity to address the committee. He 
an _ meen I ve renew the aaeendeees, 
ot for the purpose of making a speech on slavery. 
I have not troubled the caeniatiatee ner dol seated 
‘0 upon that subject. I rise, sir, with the view of 
making a si remark in answer to the claim 
put forth by gentlemen of the South—that Cali- 
fornia ought to be divided between free and slave 
sovernments. Sir, I consider the question of 









character of that government already determined, 
wisely and irreversibly determined, settled and 
unaiterably settled by the citizens of California 
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the ordinance of 1787—Wisconsin was divided, 
and in the face of that ordinance enough terri- 
tory left to make another State. &-r, this is in 








in State convention assembled—the only manner || character—when the South is to be plundered all 


in which, and the only basis by which it could be | 
settled. The sovereign control of the subject of | 
slavery in State convention is conceded by every 
fraction of opinion, and faction of sentiment in 
this House, and connected with this subject, this 

is the only point upon which it does agree. Why | 
then this war upon California—this attempt to | 


| 


arguments in our favor are foregone conclusions, 
When Free-Soil and Abolition are to be promoted, 
then all conclusions are for the North and 
against the South. The remarks of the gentleman 
could only be made by one who does not appre- 
ciate the real danger which menace the peace 
of the country and the integrity of this Union. 


control her public mind up®n this subject, this || Does he not perceive that the whole country 


effort to reverse her judgment, or bar her admis- || is deeply agitated ? 


And will he minister to 


sion? Let me admonish honorable members, that || these agitations? will he hurry the apprehended 


California is peopled by men from the loins of | 
every State in the Union,—freemen, who have | 
been educated to believe that they have a right to 
construct a government after their own choice, as 
far as this subject is concerned. 1 ask gentlemen | 





seriously, if they vainly suppose that a minority, | 


or a majority of this House could control their 
will in this particular, whatever might be the vote? | 


Why, Mr. Chairman, the freemen of California, || 


I apprehend, are fashioned very much like our- 
selves—they are bone of our bone. And if men 
upon this floor possess hardihood enough to attempt 


to bring their organic law under contribution to | 


their own peculiar State institutions, they will find 
the freemen cf California possessing manhood 
enough to defend the government of their own crea- 


tion. 1 repeat again, sir, this question, as far as it, || 


relates to California, is already adjudged, deter- 
mined by its legitimate tryers, and it is pure polit- 
ical arrogance to interfere with it. If we are to 
have a continued effort on the part of existing 
States to provincialize infant States to their pecu- 


desiring it to change the venue, turn your atten- 
tion in the direction of the Rio Grande; it is possible 
you may find victims there—it is quite too late in 
California. 

Mr. VENABLE renewed the amendment. 

Mr HARRIS, of Illinois, rose to a question of 
order. How long, he inquired, could an amend- 
ment travel round the House, and be handed over 


in this manner from one member to another to al- | 


low speeches to bemade? Was this in order? 
The CHAIRMAN decided that a member had 
a right to make a motion and withdraw it, and that 
another member had a right to renew it. 
Mr HARRIS. Does the Chairman overrule 
by point of order? 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair does overrule it. 


Mr. HARRIS. Then I appeal from the decision, | 
\| 


and desire to see whether these amendments are to 
travel round and be debated forever. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the point of order and 
his decision. 

Mr. HARRIS desired, he said, to state his point 
of orderas he had made it. His point of order 
was not thata member had no rightto makea 
motion and withdraw it when made, or that an- 


other member had not the right to make a similar || 


motion. But it was that the motion could not be 
another, time without end, for the purpose of ma- 
king speeches. 
The CHAIRMAN, 
point of order. oe ’ 
The question, “ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committe,’’ was then 


divisfon. ; 
So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 
Mr. VENABLE then resumed the floor. He 


It has never been raised here within my know!]- 
overruled by an overwhelming vote. I now proceed 


rer.| To the patriotic appeal of my friend from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Mc Winuie,] he sneeringly re- 
plies, that before we bargain about boundaries we 
must be on bargaining ground; that the people 
of California, in their sovereignty, have fixed the 


right to alter it—that it is a foregone conclusion. 
Sir, does the gentleman forget that Congress has 
always asserted the right to fix and alter bounda- 
ries? Michigan, lowa, and last session Wiscon- 


handed round, by concert, from one member to | 


constitution and boundary, and Congress have no 


sin, all had tt>ir boundaries altered. . Yes, sir, 
Wisconsin, who came here as the last of five 
States to be made out of the territory included in 





mischief by contemptuous indifference to the 
result? Sir, I desire the repqse of the people 
of the United States, I earnestly desire the resto- 
ration of confidence and good feeling. 1 know that 
the South has rights and knows them, and that 
forbearance will not be increased by a disregard of 
our claims. I perceive a gentleman smile at this 
statement. Sir, it may be a matter of amusement 
to one filled with that pride which springs from the 
consciousness of the power of a majority. He 
may smile and when feeling, alienated by injustice, 


| shall have destroyed all that the patriot loves in 


our Union, he may perhaps have acquired the no- 
toriety of the incendiary of the temple of Diana. 
So let it be, if he covets it. For myself, for the 
South, I repeat, with my friend from Mississippi, 
oe McWituie,} we have borne much for the 

nion, we will still bear much; but when the iron 


| heel of oppression by tyrany of a foreign or dom- 


estic oppressor is raised at me, it isa duty which 


| is due to God, and those dependent upon us, and 
| resistance will be made whatever be the conse- 
liar institutions, I would recommend members || 


| 


quence. 

Mr. DOTY. ‘Let it come!” 

Mr. VENABLE. Yes, sir, if your counsels 
prevail itwillcome. It shall not be brought about 
by any act of injustice of mine. If it must come, 
the authors of the evil will occupy an appropriate 
place in the records of our country. | offered the 
amendment merely to assert the right which Con- 
gress has always exercised of repealing the boun- 
dary of any territory which claimsa_to have es- 


|| tablished a State government, and asks admission 
| into the Union. 


| 
j 
j 
i 


| duration 


Mr. V. withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the amend- 


| ment of Mr. Green, by striking out the second 
|| proviso, and thus confine the Missouri compro- 
| mise to the State of California alone. 


The amendment having been read— 
Mr. ASHMUN said, he had offered it for the 
purpose of bringing the committee to a vote, and 


| he did not intend to withdraw the amendment for 


any one. He understood that, by an order of the 
House, debate had been stopped. He was not 
about to make a speech, even of the five minutes’ 
which the rule allowed, because he 
thought that speeches were evasive. His object 
was to obtain a vote—to test the sense of the com- 
mittee upon a question which they all understood, 
and apon which, therefore, there was no necessit 

for discussion after the six months’ debate whiek 


|| had already taken place. 
The Chair overrules the | 


The 


tion of 


uestion was then stated to be on the mo- 
r. ASHMUN. 





| Mr. MARSHALL. 


taken, and decided in the affirmative without a || 


I move that the commit- 
| tee rise. 
Tellers were appointed, (Messrs. Ewine of 


|| Tennessee, and Ocre of Pennsylvaniz.) 
|| The question was then taken, and the vote was 


said, 1 hope the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. | 
Harris] is now satisfied with the point of order. | 


edge but once before, and it was then, as now, | 


| declared to be—ayes 67, noes 84. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
| of Mr. Asumun. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said, that as 


|| part of the proposition was to strike out, he pre- 


| 








to reply to the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Carr- || sumed it would first be in order to move to amend 


that point. a 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will remember that it is an amendn.ent to 
an amendment, and that therefore no amendment 
ie now in order. 

Mr. STANTON. I suppose, sir, that the por- 
tion proposed to be stricken out is amendable be- 
fore the question is taken on striking it out. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is an amendment to an 
amendment. Beyond that we cannot go. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. Is it not in order 
to move to amend the section before the question 
is put on striking it out? 
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The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order. 

Mr. EVANS. | appeal from the decision. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the proposition 
was not understood. And the Chair explained it. 
The amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Asumun] was an amendment to an 
amendment; therefore no further motion to amend 
was in order. 

Mr. EVANS geve his understanding of the 
proposition, and said that he proposed to amend 
or perfect the original proposition before the ques- 
tion was taken on striking out. 

Atter some conversation between the Chairman 
and Mr. Evaws— 

The CHAIRMAN reconsidered his decision, 
and declared that it was competent to move an 
amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachasetts, (Mr. Asnmun. ] 

, Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, claimed the 
oor. 

Mr. EVANS said he would yield it. 

Mr. ASHMUN asked for an explanation of the 
decision, 

The Chair explained. 

Mr. ASHMUN appealed from the decision 
(declaring admissible an amendment to his amend- 
ment.) 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, called for 


tellers on the anneal. 


Messrs. McMuttew, of Virginia, and Oc.e, of 


Pennsylvania, were appointed, 

And the question, ‘‘Shall the decision of the 
Chair atand as the judgment of the committee?” 
was then taken and decided in the negative—ayes 
74, noes 77. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 

And it was declared that no amendment to the 
amendment of Mr. Asumun was in order. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the || 


committee rise. 


Tellers (the same gentlemen as on the last pre- 


ceding vote) were appointed, 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
negative-—-ayes 74, noes 89. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
ment to the clause proposed to be stricken out. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the decision just 
made by the committee, it is not in order to move 
an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY. I know it has been so decided. 
I appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decided that an 
amendment would be in order. An appeal was 
taken, and the decision of the Chair was over- 
ruled by the committee. 

Mr. BAYLY. Contrary decisions have been 
made by every Speaker since I have been in Con- 
gress, and I appeal from the decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. A contrary decision was 
made by the Chair, and was overruled by the 
commitiee, 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 wish to reverse that decision 
of the committee. The decision is absurd. 

to CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not in 
order. . 

Mr. BAYLY. Does the Chair mean to decide 
that the decision made by the committee is to stand 
«through all time, and that [ cannot raise the point 
again with a view to reverse the decision of the 
committee itself? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decided that it 
was in order to amend or perfect before striking 
ont, and the committee overruled the decision. 
Upon that decision the Chair feels constrained to 
declare the amendment out of order. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 know it; and L appeal. I de- 
sire distinctly to state this question, 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not debatable. 

Mr. BAYLY. I hope the House understand 
the question. | call for tellers. 

Mr. MEADE invited the’Chair to state the point 


of order. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question, and his 
decision, (as conforming with the expressed will 
of the committee.) . 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. May I havea 
paragraph from the ‘‘ Manual’’ read for informa- 
tion ? ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN... Only by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. McLANE. I ask it. 

Objection was made, 

Mr. ASHMUN called for the reading of the 





I move the following amend- |! 


proposed amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Bayty.] ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN, (to Mr. Bayty.) Will the | 
gentleman from Virginia send his proposition to | 
the Chair? 

[Several Vorces. It makes no difference what | 
the proposition is—not at all—the only question | 
is, whether any amendment is in order?) 

Mr. BAYLY. I shall not send my amendment || 


| to the Chair, because it has been declared out of | 








| mittee, which has declared any amendment out of | 


| ginia proposes an amendment. 


| the amendment is? 


| canriot decide whether it is in order or not, until | 


order. If the decision should be reversed, I will | 
then send it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided | 


| that, under the decision of the committee, no | 


amendment is in order to the amendment of the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asnmen.] | 


| The amendment itself, for aught the Chair knows, | 


may be out of order. But the decision is made, | 
without reference to the character of the amend- | 
ment, and solely under the judgment of the com- | 


order. 
Mr. ASHMUN. Is the amendment offered by || 

the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] or not? 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- | 


Mr. ASHMUN. Will the Chair state what 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia inquires whether it is in order to move an | 
amendment to the proviso of the gentleman from | 
Missouri. 
order. 

Mr. ASHMUN, (interrupting.) That is an | 
abstraction. T want to see what the amendment is. | 

The CHAIRMAN, (continuing.) From that | 
decision,’ the gentleman from Virginia appeals. | 
The question is on the appeal. 

Mr. McLANE. Does anybody object to the 
reading of the mannal? 

Mr. SILVESTER suggested, as a question of | 
order, wheter the gentleman from Virginia could 
take an anneal, when he had offered no amend- | 
ment? The amendment (he said) had not been 
offered. 

Mr. BAYLY. The Chair has decided that no | 
amendment is in order; and from that decision I | 
apneal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairis not informed | 
what the gentleman’s amendment is. The Chair 





it is offered. 

Mr. BAYLY sent his amendment up to the | 
Clerk. 

The Clerk was about to read it, 

Mr. BAYLY. Will the Clerk hand the amend- | 
ment to the Chair? The Chair can see what it 
proposes. 

The amendment was passed’ to the Chairman, 
and by him examined. 

Mr. SILVESTER. The amen 
been read to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 
amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississipni. I object to 
the reading of the amendment. The question of | 
what it proposes cannot affect the point of order. | 
The Chair decides that no amendment can be of- 
fered. I have no idea that the appeal shall be | 
decided by gentlemen as they may be in favor of, | 
or,egainst, the amendment. I myself do not know | 
what the amendment is; I want the question, | 
whether or not any amendment can be offered, de- | 
cided before the amendment is read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no diffi- | 
culty whatever in deciding that it is the right of | 
the committee to have the amendment read. The | 
Clerk will read the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY. I withdraw the amendment, and | 
move to strike out, in the 13th line of the amend- | 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri, the words, | 
** together with the compromise therein effected.” | 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out 
of order. 

Mr. BAYLY. Froméhat decision I appeal. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. | call for the'read- 
ing of the Manual upon this point. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Manual will be read, 
if the reading is not objected to. 

Mr. PARKER objected to the reading. 

Mr. EVANS. Itisthe rule by which the House 
is governed. I make the point thet any member) 
has the right to have the rule relating to the busi- 
ness on which we are acting reat. 





dment has not 


| 
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amendments, before the question is put for striking 


The Chair decides that it is not in || 
| 








| 
| 
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June 1, 
The CHAIRMAN was understood to 82, thas 
. . ’ 
it was the right of the gentleman to eail for the 
reading. 
The extract from the Manual was according! 
read, as follows: ed 
« When it is proposed to amend by inserting a par; 
or part of one, the friends of the paragraph oa Hea 
perfect as they can by amendments, before the question 2 
put for inserting it. If it be received, it cannot be amended 
afterwards, in the same stage; because the House jag oa 
vote agreed to itin that form. tn like manner, if itis 5... 
posed to amend by striking out a paragraph, the friends of 
the paragraph are first to make it as perfect as they eq, by 
If on the question it be fetained, it cannot be mamudadee 
terwards, because a vote ngainst striking Out is equivaleg, 
tu a vote agreeing to it in that form.” 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the question was 
on the appeal. 

Mr. BAYLY asked for tellers. 

Mr. ASHMUN,. Will the Chairman state th. 
precise words which it is proposed to strike ou? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the 
amendment. 

The Clerk read the words, “‘ together with the 
compromise therein effected.’’ 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired if it would be in order 
to strike out the words ‘therein contained,” and 
so keep on? Would it not be equally in order 
with the motion of the gentleman from Virginia; 

The CHAIRMAN humorously replied, that the 
Chair could not undertake to say whether such 
an amendment would be in order until the point 
of order, whether or not the proviso was amend. 
able at all, was first decided. 

The CHAIRMAN propounded the question on 
the appeal. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, he would move that the 
committee rise. 

The motion not being heard by the Chair, and 
not insisted on, was not received. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. ORR asked that the question be stated. 

The CHAIRMAN again stated the question. 


| The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Greeny] had 
| proposed an amendment to the first section; the 


gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] had 
proposed to strike out a portion of that amend- 
ment, being the whole of one proviso proposed in 
the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri. 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] pro- 
posed to amend, by way of perfecting the matter 
proposed to be stricken out by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. The Chair decided—was com- 
pelled to decide, by the decision just made by the 
committee, involving the same question—that the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia to amend 
the matter thus proposed to be stricken out wes 
not in order. From that decision the gentleman 


| from Virginia appealed; and the question was, 


‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the committee?” 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 79, noes 90. 

So the decision of the Chairman (made in ac- 
cordance with the decision of the committee upon 
the previous appeal) was overruled. 

So the amendment of Mr. Barty was decided 
to be in order. 

Pending the question oer its adoption— 

On motion by Mr. KAUFMAN— 

The committee rose and reported. 

' Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made a report. 
And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following memorials and petitions were 
presented under the rule, and appropriately re 
ferred: 

By Mr. PITMAN: The petition of David Harttung and 
86 other citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking 
an immediate modification of existing taruil laws. ' 

Also, the petition of ar Chadwick and 57 other citt- 
zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same pur 


pose. 
Aliso, the petition of William Parmly and 66 other ctt- 
zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same pul- 


Pie: the petition of Amos Stine and 54 other es of 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania the same purpose. 

, the petition of John M. Crossland and 11 othe 
citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same 


r . 

Also, ihe petition of John Temple and 15 other citizens of 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same purpose. of 
no pamnenet T. Careeeapand 17 other a 

hoyikill count, ia, for the same puipose- 

Also the Sottioa of David D. Lewis and 51 other citi- 
zens of Schuylkill county for the same pur 
pose. 
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Also, the petition of James A. Inness and 67 other citi- 


zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same pur- 


Pro, the petition of Daniel Bush and 56 other citizens of 
schuythill county, Pennsylvania, for the same purpose, 

py Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of G. Erskine and 141 
other citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, praying the establish- 
ment of an additional trial term of the cireuit court of the 
United States, in the State of Missouri, and a correspond- 

werease of compensation to the district judge. 

ing Mr. PHGENLX: A memorial to amend an act entitled | 
«Ag act conceruing the registry and recording of ships or | 
oa vessels,”? passed December 31, 1792. i 
‘ By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania; The remonstrance | 
ol o Collins and others, citizens of Pennsylvania, : gainst 


parker, for alleged improvements upon reaction water- 
rhe els. ele a2) j 
"a ir. CONGER: The petition of citizens of the city of | 
Rochester and vicinity, New York, for the reduction of post- | 
age to twocents, prepaid, upon letters not over halfan ounce, | 
and five cents upon letters not over one ounce, for all dis- | 
gaces. : : sos | 
ine. a petition for the abolition of the franking privilege, | 
and providing for the free transmission of newspapers | 
through the mails within thirty miles of the place of publi- | 


on. 
ear. DIMMICK: The petition of William Burke and 


8 others, volunteers in the Florida war, who were on board 
the ship Charles Wharton at the time of her shipwreck, 
praying for bounty land and compensation for losses, 

Also, the petition of Charles P, Smith and seven others, 
who were on board of the same ship at the time of her ship- 
wreek, praying for bounty land and compensation for losses. 

By Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of Chartes H. Frisbee 
and 37 other citizens of Columbus, Obio, asking the passage 
of a law compelli:g all vessels navigating the waters of the 
United States, which carry passengers, to provide and carry 
life-boats and other life-saving apparatus. 

Also, the petition of J. A. ‘Taylor and 46 others, of same 

lace, upon the same subject. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 24 citizens of Dear- 
born county, Indiana, praying Congress to repeal all laws 
py which slavery or the slave trade is authorized in tht 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 34 citizens of the same county, pray- 
ing Congress to refuse the admission of any more slave 
States. 

Also, the petition of 30 citizens of the same county, pray- 
ing Congress to provide a trial by jury for.persons claimed 
as fngitive slaves. 








| 
| 
| 


Also, the petition of 21 citizens of the same county, pray- || 


ing Congress to secure, by law, freedom in_all the territories? | 
of the United States. 
| 
! 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespayr, June 11, 1850. 





A message was received from the President of i 


the United States, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 3d instant, calling for instruc- 
tions given and orders issued in relation to the as- 
semblage of persons on Round Island during the 
summer of 1849, transmitting a report from the 
Secretary of the Navy and accompanying docu- 
ments, containing all the information not hereto- 


fore communicated to the Senate; which was read || 


and ordered to be printed. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Department of War in | 


further compliance with the resolution of the Sen- | 


ate calling for copies of reports on the geology and 

topography of California. The motion to print | 

was referred to the Committee on Printing. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. RUSK presented a memorial of citizens of | 
Brownsville and its vicinity, in the State of Texas, | 
in the valley of the Rio Grande, setting forth that | 
the trade of the valley has increased so as to be- | 


come second in importance to no other port on the || 
|| September 15, 1789, entitled ‘ An act to provide 
| for the safe-keeping of the records and seal of the 
N | — States and for other purposes,” was read a 
ities between that place and New Orleans; which || 


Gulf of Mexico, and bidding fair at no distant date 
to equal that of a port on the Atlantic south of 
New York, and as ing the extension of mail facil- 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. RUSK. { also present the petition of cer- 
‘ain clerks, temporarily employed in the office of 
the Second Auditor for some two or three years 
past at the daily compensation of $3. They ask 
Congress to increase it to'$4 per day. The peti- 
tion is accompanied by a letter from the Second 
Auditor of the Treasury, than whom perhaps 
there is not a more faithful officer, stating the ser- 
vices which these individuals have performed. I 
hope the petition will be favorably considered by | 





ence. The petition was so referred. 
Mr. HALE ted four petitions from citi- 
Haspenee een ie = county of Coos, New 
» asking repeal of all laws en- 
an by Congress by which slavery or the slave 
san | Or sanctioned in the city of 
, and that in the event of their non- 


ashington 
"Peal the seat of the National Government may 








the renewal of the patent granted to Austin and Zebulon | 


the Finance Committee, to which I move its refer- 








be removed to some more suitable location; which 
were read and ordered to lie on the table. 


ing the prohibition of the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, a petition of A. G. Foss and one hundred 
and sixteen other citizens of Hillsborough county, 
New Hampshire, asking that the resolutions in- 
troduced by Mr. Cray may not pass, and that the 
slave trade may be abolished in the District of Co- 
lambia, and the law of 1793 in relation to the rec- 
lamation of fugitive slaves may be repealed; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of J. B. McAllister and thirty- 
eight other citizens of Chester county, Pennsylva- 
nia, asking that the slave trade be expressly pro- 


of the United States, and that no State be admitted 
into the Union whose constitution does not ex- 
pressly prohibit slavery within its limits, and that 
slavery may be abolished in the District of Colam- 
bia and wherever else Congress has the constitu- 
| tional power to abolish it; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Also, a petition from Charles Adams and thirty- 
| six other inhabitants of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, for a law prohibiting internal slave 
trade; which was ordered to Jie on the table. 

Also, a petition from J. Franklin and eighteen 
other citizens of Gloucester county, in the State of 
| New Jersey, praying that if slavery be a blessing, 





lowed to participate in its benefits; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 





Also, a petition from Samuel H. Peckham and || 
| 


four others, of Lunenberg, Massachusetts, ex- 
| pressing their apprehensions that the contest now 
going on to decide whether our newly-acquired 
| territory shall remain free, or be cursed with the 
| plague-spot of slavery, will eventually dissolve the 
| Union, however it may be decided, and requesting 


territory obtained from her, either by conquest or 

| treaty, as being the most honorable compromise 
of the question; which was ordered to lie on the 
| table. 

| Also, a petition from Abigail Fuller, late widow 


| of Timothy Newman, an officer in the naval ser- | 


| vice during the Revolation; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Pensions. 


TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. HOUSTON submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
| sent and agreed to: 


| Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate whether any orders have been 
issued to any military officer or officers at Santa Fé to hold 
possession against the authority of Texas, or in any way to 

embarrass or prevent the exercise of her jurisdiction over 
| that conotry, and that he be requested to furnish the Senate 
with any correspondence which may have taken place be. 
tween the War Department and the military stationed at 
Santa Fé, since the date of his last communication to the 
Senate on that subject. 


RECORDS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


} 


The bill from the#€louse of Representatives to | 


repeal a part of the 6th section of an act approved 


rst and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE. IN MAINE 


On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the bill making 
| an appropriation for a custom-house at Bangor, in 
the State of Maine, was read a third time and passed. 


PRESENTS FROM THE SULTAN OF TURKEY. 


Thé joint resolution for the relief of Samuel B. 
Colt and J. F. Morse, was read a third time and 
passed. 

INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
to increase the rank and file of the army, and to 
encourage enlistments. 

The first question was on concurring in the 
amendment of the House to the second section. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope that amendment will not 
be concurred in. It would be an expense for no 
possible benefit whatever. All those who have 


hibited by an act of Congress in all the Territories | 


| that all the people of the United States may be al- | 
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| It is a discretionary 


| Congress to restore immediately to Mexico all the || 





| purpose at all. 





pi ae 
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any acquaintance with military service know well 
that mounted infantry, those who have been for 


Also, a petition of Wm. Goodell and twenty-one || years in the service and know nothing or earth 
other citizens of Ontario county, New York, ask- || about horses, and who are at an age too when they 


can learn nothing with regard to them, are perfectly 
useless; more useless on horseback,a vast deal,than 
orfoot. In the first place, they do not know how to 
take care of horses; and in the second, when on 
horseback, they do not know how to ride at all; 
and yet they must necessarily be used against the 
Indians, who are the best horsemen in the world. 
In such service they would be utterly and totally 
useless. Lhope, therefore, that the amendment 
will not be agreed to by the Senate. It is my pur- 
pose to bring in‘a bill authorizing the President 


| to inerease the force of the army by cavalry for 
| that purpose, who can be drilled properly and be 


of some service.. But the amendment of the 
House of Representatives does not answer the 
It will be a mere expense for no 
earthly wee; for I am sure thatthe infantry woald 
be utterly useless and unable to contend against 


| the Indians, if moanted. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do notentirely 
approve of the amendment of the House. Indeed, 
I had expected to oppose it. Itis not, however, 
quite so bad as the Senator from Texas represents. 
power conferred on the 
President to mount such portions of infantry 
serving on the frontier as he may think proper, 
In the bill which passed the Senate, and which 


| comes back from the House with this amendment, 


provision is made to secure the enlistment of 
western men; and! may be permitted to say to 
the Senate that the Secretary of War connected 
that provision with this amendment, expecting 
that men would be enlisted in the West who would 
be suitable for mounted service; and I do not 


| doubt such enlistments may be made, if they have 


a guarantee that they are to serve on horseback. 
The Senator from Texas will probably admit that 
this is an expectation which is well founded. The 
| Secretary of War proposes, then, to select sach men 
fromthe different companies at various stations on 
| the frontiers, and convert them into mounted met, 
| The companies of infantry will thus have on their 
| muster-rolls men serving on horseback. They are to 

be equipped and used as mounted men, to act aa es- 


| corts and to pursue the predatory bands of Indiane. 


Such, I think it due to the Secretary of War to 
state, was the plan he proposed; and it is, m my 
opinion, capable of execution, if we may consent 
thus to disturb the organization of the army. It 
would require additional remuneration to the men 
thus to serve on horseback. They would require 
the pay of cavalry, because their expenses would 
| be increased by such service; and unless they 
serve permanently, | agree with the Senator from 
Texas that they would be utterly useless. You 
could not detail a man unacquainted with his horse, 
| and untrained to riding, and expect him to perform 

the duty of a soldier of cavalry. He could only 


‘use the horse for transportation, to carry him 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





| where he had to act, and the chances would be 
that the man and horse would part company be- 
fore they got to the place of destination. Bat if, 
indeed, the man and horse should together get 
there and back again—he having no cavalry in- 
struction—no permanent interest or attachment to 
the horse—would, by his ignorance and careless- 
| ness, neglect and abuse the animal. ! think, 
| therefore, on the whole, that the provision is not 

entirely an economical one. 1 would myself pre- 
| fer, both for efficiency and economy, to see such 
| mounted force as is required regularly organized. 
| Yet, though the expense would be greater, man 
| for man, as long as itis kept up, according to the 
proposed plan, it is much easier to get rid of ‘it 
when no longer required as a mounted force. The 
| infantry could bé ordered again on foot, without 
a law for disbandment, and the horses cou'd be 
sold.’ I think with the increase of the oe 
posed, by increasing the rank and file of the fron- 
tier companies, and with the enlistments which 
can be effected with the guarantee that they sre to 
serve on horseback, that the amendment could be 
made quite useful, though not so good asa regular- 
ly organized force of cavalry. I havealways been 
in favor of having in our army, upon the peace 
establishment, a nucleus for every branch of the 
service. We have in recent years added light 
artillery and dragoons. We have, however, no 
light cavalry and no lancers. I think a regiment 
of light cavalry, and one or two squadrons of that 


face 


Sob iiteint one hep 


P 
scree ni ellen 


1180 


regiment armed as lancers, would be a proper ad- 
dition to the permanent organization of the army, 
on the peace establishment, and would be the 
most effective force that we could have for the 
protection of the frontier. 

Mr. RUSK, I am satisfied that this is clear! 
an expense for nothing. The advantages whith 


the honorable Senator from Mississippi supposes | 


would result from it are not commensurate in my 
opinion with the expense. When we seek to en- 
list men they will certainly much more readily 
enlist for horse than for foot service. But here 
there will be nu guarantee, They will be enlisted 
in the infantry, and at the discretion of the Secre- 
tary of War or the President they may or may not 
be mounted. You could not, then, get the proper 
materials, from the uncertainty as to what kind of 
service they would perform. Now, so far as in- 
fantry or mounted infantry are concerned, on the 
frontiers of the country they are worse than use- 
less. I speak from experience, and I say that they 
are worse than useless. They operate as no de- 
fence to the frontier and as a temptation to the In- 
dians. The business of these prairie Indians is to 
rob, steal, plunder, and scalp. You place, then, 
in their neighborhood a garrison of infantry, who 
must necessarily have some kind of property about 
the garrison, The Indians are first-rate horsemen; 
they are tempted there because they know the in- 
fantry cannot pursue them. They aretempted, in 
the first place, to these places in the hope of plun- 
der, which they carry back to their tribe as an 


evidence of chivalry and bravery; and, in the sec- | 


ond place, if they can catch a careless soldier about 
the infantry establishment they scalp him, and 
carry back his scalp as a mark of great honor and 
bravery, and dance over it with their tribe. It is 
umes impossible for the infantry to follow them, 
aod there is a great necessity of a mounted force of 
a mostactivecharacter. As I have before had oc- 
casion io state, the people of Santa Fé are worse 
protecied row and the Indians commit more depre- 
dations than ever before; and what is the reason? 
The reason is, that the temptation to commit these 
depredations is greater. Travelers are passing 
through an unprotected country, and they cannot 
resist the temptation to attack these unguarded 
travelers for the sake of plunder. Some places on 
the frontiers of Texas are suffering worse than 
they have ever done before, and the reason of it is 
the unguarded condition of the country and the 


number of emigrants passing to California by Jand. |e 


Under these circumstances, in my opinion, we are 
adopting a method totally inadequate to the neces- 
sity of the case. The expense of one or two regi- 
ments on the frontier should. be nothing compared 
with the absolute obligation which rests on the 
Government to protect it. You cannot stop the 
travel to California or the settlement on the fron- 
tiers of Texas and in New Mexico, and it becomes 
therefore the imperative duty of Congress to pro- 
tect them. And, sir, if this state of things is al- 
lowed to continue fortwo or three years, the whole 
tribes will join in these warlike depredations, and 
what might now be prevented by the expenditure 
of a few thousand dollars will cost millions here- 
after. I hope, therefore, the amendment will be 
rejected; and at the proper time I will introduce a 
bill to increase the cavalry of the army. 

Mr. HUNTER, I have listened with some at- 
tention to the gentlemen who have discussed this 
bill, who are both gentlemen of great military ex- 
perience ; and although I do not profess to know 
much about such matters, yet I think I see that 
the question lies in anut-shell, A bill has passed 
the Senate to increase the army one-third. An 
amendment has been put in by the House, which 
is designed to make that increase of one-third 
cover both the increase of the infantry and_of the 
cavalry. The Senator from Texas wishes to 
strike out the amendment of the House which 
confines the increase of both arms of the service 
within certain limits, because he wishes to increase 
the army not only by one-third in infantry, but 
also to raise an additional force of cavalry; thus ma- 
king the increase greater than the House is willing 
to sanction, greater than the Senate is willing 
to authorize, unless there was a greater necessity 
for it than has yet been shown, 

Mr. RUSK. Will the Senator allow me to 
interrupthim? The bill makes the increase of the 
army discretionary in the President of the United 
Siates. If, after the passage of the bill, it is not 
deemed necessary to increase the infantry of the 
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army, he can increase the cavalry. It is perfectly 
discretionary. 

Mr. HUNTER. The bill, with the proposed 
amendment, imposes this limit on the discretion of 
the President, that he shall not increase the army 
more than about one-third in mounted cavalry as 
well as infantry. But if the amendment is reject- 
ed, he may then not only increase the army one- 
third, but he may also raise such an additional 
force of cavalry as the Senator from Texas may 
induce Congress to sanction. Now, I think the 
increase of one-third enough for a first step, I 
think the argument of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi is conclusive, that the additional forces raised 
in the West, on the guarrantee that they are to 
serve on horseback, will secure as good dragoons 
as if they were raised for the cavalry service spe- 
cially. I can see no difference between the two 
propositions, except that in the one case the entire 
increase is limited to one-third of the present 
army, whilst in the other the increase may be much 
greater, should the President sanction it in the ex- 
ercise of the discretion which it is proposed to 
give him. I[think one-third enough, andI shall 


| therefore vote for the amendment of the House. 


Mr. RUSK. I dislike to trouble the Senate 
again, but this isa matterin which I have more feel- 
ing than if it were a mere matter of economy, or 
of the discretion of the President. We are far 
from these dangers of Indian depredations, and it 
is difficult for us, when examining political econ- 
omy, to realize the position in which the frontier 
is placed, where every night the women and 
children lie down with the expectation of hearing 
the war-whoop of savages before morning. Indian 
depredations are committed all along the frontier, 
from the mouth to the head of the Rio Grande. 
Marders are committed by the Indians on emi- 
grants on their way to California, and the Presi- 
dent of the United States is called upon, day after 
day, by petitions, to protect them. And what 
power has he to doit? Are we to limit his dis- 
cretion in a matter of this description? Heis a 
soldier himself, and has been on the frontier, and 
will know what increase is needed for its protec- 
tion. The treaty obligations which we have in- 
curred to Mexico are every day violated, and the 
President has not the means in his power to pre- 
vent it. Sir, these things may do very well here; 
they may do very well away from the frontier; 
but when I know that the frontier is bleeding 
very where, that it is in a worse condition, so far 
as Texas is concerned, than it was before annexa- 
tion; when [I know that these depredations are 
being committed constantly, and that tribe after 
tribe of the Prairie Indians are joining in them, 
and that Mexican captives are constantly being 
taken by the Indians residing in the territories of 
the United States, in violation of the treaty; when 
I know all this, I do think that it does not become 
us to be arguing concerning the discretion of the 
President of the United States. It is his duty to 
defend the frontier, and to carry out the provisions 
of the treaty, and to put a stop to the scalping of 
women and children along the frontier, and it is 
our high duty to afford him the means to do it, in- 
stead of discussing economy and the propriety of 
limiting his discretion. 

Mr.. HUNTER. I concur entirely with the 
Senator from Texas as to the obligation which 
rests on us, to raise force enough to defend the 
frontier, but the whole question is, how much is 
enough? He might use, with as much propriety, 
the same argument against me, if I was opposing 
a proposition to raise 40,000 or 50,000 troops, as 
in the present instance, because the whole ques- 
tion is as to the amount of increase which may be 
necessary, and not as to the obligation and duty 
of defending the frontier, which we all acknowl- 
edge. Yes, sir, the question is, how many troops 
are required for that purpose. I take it for granted 
that this bill was framed and the amendment of- 
fered at the suggestion of the War Department, 
particularly charged with the subject, and if they 
think this force enough, I am bound so to consider 
it, unless I know more of the subject than I do. 
I am no military man, and I do not profess to have 
a particular knowledge of the subject, nor was I 
arguing this as a question of Executive discretion— 
Tam arguing as to what is a sufficient number to be 
raised, to enable the Executive to perform its duty, 
and I take its own testimony as the best evidence 
within my reach. Ido not want to raise more 
troops than enough, and I understand that this is 
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el 
the jogo. which the War Department desires 
and has asked for the defence of the frontier, |; 
it should be shown that this is not enough to pro. 
tect the frontier, then 1 admit the obligation that 
would rest on me to vote for more, and | would 
do it; but I believe that the proposed increase is 
enough, and therefore I shall vote for the amend. 
ment 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President ] 
wish to make a few additional remarks before the 
question is put to vote. The Senator from yj). 
ginia has properly said that this is not a question 
whether or not we shall perform our duty of pro. 
tecting the frontier. That has been done by all 
the means at the command of the Secretary of 
War, and the employment of rangers in addition 
to the troops he had at his command. Ip jis 
report for this year, the Secretary asks for the ad. 
dition granted to him in this bill, and throws oy 
a suggestion, which is carried out by the amend. 
ment of the House, that authority should be given 
to mount a certain portion of the infantry. Th 
is done to a certain extent usually on the frontier 
stations. It is done either by hiring or by keepin 
horses to furnish escorts, and for other detached 
service. The question to be decided in the amend. 
ment is, not whether the infantry ride, if tempor. 
rily mounted, as well as the Indians, but whether 
a force organized as recommended by the Secre. 
tary of War can act efficiently against the Indians, 
I believe they can. I believe that white men, 
mounted upon our horses, can catch and control 
these much-vaunted horsemen, the wild riders of 
the prairie. And this is not a vague opinion. | 
recollect when my venerable friend behind me 


.[Mr. Dover, of Wisconsin,] commanded a regi- 


ment in which I held an humble post, he pursued 
the Camanches, followed them from day to day 
till he overtook them, with a force much smaller 
than their own; and when by treachery they es- 
caped and fled, he pursued and caught them again, 
and compelled them to come to terms of peace, 
Colonel Dopnce’s men had been but recently 
enlisted; they had undergone little cavalry instruc. 
tion; they were just such men as would be enlisted 
in this instance. There were many of those men 
brought from the East, from New York, and Penn- 
sylvania, wholly unaccustomed to the frontier; 
they had not been accustomed to ride from their 
youth. They were not selected from western re- 
cruits, which is the proposition of the Secretary 
of War. But the Senator from Texas mistakes 
my purpose. Itis not a measure of economy with 
me. I repeat that I objected to it; and, among 
other reasons, because I believe it will be more 
expensive than regularly-mounted men. I believe 
it will cost far more money than a regularly- 
organized corps, on account of the great waste of 
horses and equipments which will result from their 
irregular employment by this infantry acting as 
mounted men. I am in favor of the creation of 
mounted regiment. I prefer that now to the 
mounting of infantry; but I do not think this plan 
so utterly obnoxious as stated by the Senator from 
Texas. These men, thus enlisted, and thus 
equipped and mounted, can, | believe, tame the 
terror of those predatory Indians which infest the 
borders of Texas. Our race is superior to theirs; 
our horses are superior to theirs; wé are (helt 
superiors inevery way. As to the skill and horse- 
manship of the wild men on their little grass-bred 
horses, itis nothing when brought face to face with 
our own race, riding our own horses and bearing 
the weapons which a skilful ordnance corps fur- 
nish to our troops. : 
I will say to the Senator from Texas that there's 
no one who sympathizes with him more, and few, 
if any, more willing to remove the difficulties en- 
countered on his frontier. Iam ready, and have 
heen anxious to organize a mounted corps ° 
light cavalry and lancers—the organization which 
I believe peculiarly adapted to that service. This 
is not-my plan. I do not favor it, or advocate 't 
as a measure of economy. It has some advantage, 
and I thought it due to the Secretary of oi 
when such strong nds were taken against his 
recommendation, that I should state what there 
is in favor.of it. It. was an act. of candor and 0 
justice due from me as chairman of the Commins 
on Military A ffairs to the ry’splan, — 
8 sppores ee on ae — te. 
is point: we e amendment, 
wnnan Seana Houses lose the whole bill? weed 
we deprive the frontier of the advantage whi 
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his bill gives it, and stake all on the hazard of 
7 . cavalry corps? IT consider it a very 
mminent hazard. [agree with the Senator from 
Texas as to its necessity, and will unite with 
him in any efforts he may make to accomplish it. 
But, I tell him now, I believe he will fail. I do not 

‘set the two Houses of Congress to incur ex- 
aa for a greater increase of the army, or for its 
f on a plan other than that recommended 
b the President and the Secretary of War. I 
a say that I think something is due to those 
fanctionaries. I think that the individual placed at 
the head of a department to execute particular 
duties, should be allowed to a great extent to se- 
lect the means for the execution of those duties. 
For this reason I have felt disposed from the begin- 
ning to concede a great deal to the recommendation 
of the Secretary of War, and to adopt his plan as 
faras my judgment would allow. I objected to this, 
however, not merely for the reasons stated by the 
Senator from Texas, but because I think eta. 
the unity and perfection of the organization of the 
army. I object to it, not for the reason stated by 
the Senator from Virginia, but because it gives 
too mach discretion. I think we should pass 
laws which deciare what we mean, and not turn 
over the law, half made, to be finished at the dis- 
cretion of the Executive. We should, if we want 
cavalry, say 80, and how many. I object to this 
artition of the legislative power; and it is merely 
on the score of necessity, uagent necessity for the 
protection of this frontier, which the Senator from 
Texas describes as now bleeding from the assaults 
of predatory bands of Indians, that ! agree to the 
bill. I believe the necessity to be great and imme- 
diate, and that this is the only plan by which we 
can provide for it at this session. 

Mr. RUSK. Iam bound to believe, sir, that 
the remedy is as bad as the disease. If you mount 
infantry, unaccustomed to horses, and to serve on 
horseback, you increase the cupidity of the In- 
dians by sending these horses among tltem under 
the control of men who cannot and do not know 
how to take care of them. It is increasing the cu- 
pidity of the Indians, by sending among them the 
very kind of property which they desire to steal. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Let me turn the 
attention of the Senator to the recommendation of 
the Secretary of War. 

Mr. RUSK. The recommendation to which 
the Senator has pointed me, is to increase the reg- 
ular force as that bill does increase it. And I de- 
fer to the President of the United States and his 
recommendation, to that extent, and I am oe 
willing to vote for it. That is discretionary wit 
him. The Senator from Virginia seems not will- 
ing to trust him with that discretion, My object 
is to have an increase of the regular cavalry, of 
those who can render efficient service on the fron- 
tier. The amendment proposes to mount the in- 
funtry, and substitute them for cavalry. I have 
had some experience with this sort of force. In 
the first place they cannot take care of their horses, 
or they will not take care of them, and then if em- 
ployee they-are useless, To put one upon a 
lorse, or to give him a horse, is nothing more than 
to hold out a stronger temptation to the Indians to 
come and steal. My object is to put more force 
on the frontier, but I think this is totally inade- 
quate, and worse than none at all. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and there were—yeas 24, nays 18. 

So the amendment was concurred in, and the 
Secretary of the Senate was ordered to inform the 

ouse of Representatives thereof. 

POST OFFICE REPORT. 

_ The Senate then proceeded to consider the mo- 
tion submitted by Mr. Upnam on the 7th instant, 
‘o print 5,000 copies in addition to the usual num- 
ber of the report of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads on the bill to reduce the 
rates of postage ; and the motion was agreed to. 

PATENT LAWS. 

Mr. TURNEY. As the hour for the consider- 
ation of the special order, namely, the bill to 
amend an act to promote the progress of the use- 
ful arts, is past, | move that its consideration be 
postponed till half past eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. { move to amend 
the motion b es out half-past eleven, and 
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tion, and the subject was postponed to half-past 
eleven o’clock to-morrow. 


COMPENSATION FOR SERVICES. 


The Senate then proceeded to consider the mo- 
tion, made on the 14th day of May last, to recon- 
sider the vote agreeing to a reported amendment 
to the resolution to compensate William G. Col- 
lins, P. G. Washington, and others, submitted 
16th January last. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will state to the Sen- 
ate that the committee reported in favor of a com- 
pensation to these gentlemen at the rate of about 
gh per day. Considering the salary they were 

rawing, the original resolution makes the com- 
pensation about $16 per day. The amendment 
which the committee make to the original resolu- 
tion makes the compensation not ~. $12 per day. 
We thought that enough, and I therefore hope 
that the motion to reconsider will not prevail, but 
that the resolution wil!’ pass as it came from the 
committee. 

Mr. MASON. I do not wish to raise a debate 
upon this resolution which may interfere with its 
passage, and therefore I hesitate about pressing a 
reconsideration. But I was not present when the 
resolution was under consideration before. 1 ask 
the Senate, therefore, to indulge me in giving my 
views upon it. I consider that there is a personal 
obligation on me to seek to have justice done to 
these gentlemen, whatever that may be. This 
work was devolved upon them at my instance, as 
chairman of the Committee of Claims, at a former 
Congress. It was done by order of the Senate of 
the United States, to relieve the Committee of 
Claims from a duty which they are wholly un- 
able to discharge. I have looked into the amount 
of work which was done, and the manner in which 
it was performed, and when I presented this reso- 
lution to pay what is proposed, and which has been 
cut down by the present Committee of Claims, | 
did it after a great deal of examination of the work 
done by them; and I declared at the time, and be- 
fore | had consulted them, but after having con- 
sulted with my colleague and one or two other 
gentlemen, that I believed | had placed it at a rate 
too low as a proper compensation for that work. 
I placed it at that low rate because | wished to take 
away all objection to the passage of the resolution. 
I understand the Senator from Kentucky to state 
that the amendment which has been made by the 
committee allows a rate of compensation cf about 
twelve or thirteen dollars per day for their labor. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It is not quite twelve 
dollars. 

Mr. MASON. Not quitetwelve dollars. Ana 
in making that estimate he has allowed compensa- 
tion only for the time actually employed in the 
examination of documents, and making compila- 
tions, which by no means embraces ail the time 
they were employed. They were for a consider- 
able time sedulously employed in searching for 
documents and hunting them up, and of making 
selections of such as they needed before they com- 
menced the examination of the papers. If you 
confine them to the time actually employed in ma- 
king calculations, you will cut them off from alarge 
proportion of the time for which they are entitled 
to pay. This examinatiofi occupied many months, 
oaks number of hours each day through these 
months, when they were entitled to remuneration 
as officers of the Government. It was work de- 
volved upon them by the Senate, because they 
were acquainted with it, instead of being devolved 
on strangers to the Government. [ shall be grati- 
fied if the amendment can be reconsidered, and the 
original resolution adopted. 

Mr. COOPER, Mr. President, I do not know 
what amount of time the committee has allowed 
to these gentlemew; but | know it is true, as the 
Senator from Virginia has stated, that their labors 
commenced immediately after their appointment; 
that they began to examine papers, and make 
preparation for futute work immediately; and that 
they were incessantly engaged till the work was 
accomplished, I ppecphend they are as well en- 
titled to pay for their services in preparing for this 
work, afterwards to. be accomplished, as for the 
work itself. They performed services which were 
highly meritorious and necessary, and I think the 
amount of compensation proposed by the Senator 
from Virginie is not at all too great, or scarcely 
equal to ea er be glad if the 
motion to reconsider should prevail. I hope it will. 
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Mr. HUNTER. I only desire to say a word 
or two, for I know that if we continue debate we 
may kill the resolution itself. I happened not to 
be in my seat when the Senator from Kentucky 
made his motion to amend this resolution. I did 
not then hear his reasons for it. I think he says 
the compensation which he proposes will be some 
ten or twelve dollars per day. These gentlemen 
were engaged something like six months in the 
investigation of papers and documents preliminary 
to the actual settlement. I read on a former ocea- 
sion a letter from the late Secretary at War, who 
fixed the compensation at $1,200, and another 
from tHe late Comptroller, who fixed it at $1,000. 
I moved the adoption of the lowestsum. | have 
a letter from the present Comptroller, (Mr. Whit- 
tlesey,) who testifies as to the great amount of 
labor performed. It is an important and an im- 
mense labor, and I believe this sum will scarcely 
be an adequate compensation. I hope the Senate 
will consider this testimony, and will pass the 
claim. I cannot see how the Senator from Ken- 
tucky makes the compensation amount to twelve 
dollarsa day. They were employed a longer time 
than he has estimated, I think. One, or both of 
them, had to go to Norfolk, in Virginia, to exam- 
ine the books of the bank there, and ascertain the 
claims of that bank. I believe that the principle 
upon which allowances have been made hereto- 
fore, has been to give them compensation in pro- 
portion to the salary which they receive, and the 
time occupied in the work. Under the application 
of that principle, I think the sum which I propose 
of $1,000 is not an extravagant one, and would be 
less than they would receive under that rule. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The facts are all very 
simple and plain, and I only purpose to state them 
to the Senate. These gentlemen received salaries 
at the rate of $3,000 a year. ‘The committee pro- 
posed to allow them in addition at the rate of 
$100 per month, making $4,200 for the year. We 
thought that enough. ‘The time employed was 
then the only thing to determine. If we ascer- 
tained the time correctly, we thought $4,200 a 
year would be enough to compensate them for the 
service rendered. As to the time, there can be no 
difficulty. The report shows the time. The re- 
port states upon its face that they advertised, and 
requested the parties interested in the claims to 
meet on the fifth or sixth of October, when they 
would commence the investigation of these claims 
before the parties, and before their attorneys. 
The day was fixed to commence, and then the 
date when the report was made shows when the 
investigation terminated. We then have the 
commencement of the service shown by the adver- 
tisement, and the termination of the service ac- 
cording to the report; and so the committee fixed 
the time; there can be no dispute about it. My 
friends on the other side say that they rendered 
service before the day arrived which is fixed in 
the advertisement as the time when they were to 
commence investigation, and that they rendered 
service from the date of the adoption of the reao« 
lution, which I think was the ninth of August, 
The advertisement shows that the investigation 
was to commence about the sixth of October, a 
difference of something like two months in time. 
For the purpose of ascertaining what services were 
rendered between the ninth of Augast and sixth 
of October, I asked one of the commissioners, 
“what did you do?” His answer was, they 
hunted up the papers; they collected the papers. 
That ig all I could ascertain that they did before 
the day of investigation arrived. 

These claiins have been before Congress for 
twenty years, I believe, and there has been inves- 
tigation after investigation; or at least as my friend 
well knows, time after time the claims have been 
here, and all the papers were in the hands of one 
old gentleman, so far as one party was concerned. 
Well, it would not have taken a day to get these 

pers together. We then pay for the services 
rendered by the officers of the banks, as a separate 
charge entirely. If we make this allowasce, it 
seems to me it is enough. These are the facts, ut 
all events, 

Mr. WHITCOMB. 1 made a mistake in the 
few remarks I made when this subject was up be- 
fore, which I feel bound now to explain. I then 
said that it had been the common practice of Con- 
gress to refer cases of this very kind to the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury Dent to be 

never beard of 


settled on principles of equity. 
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a claim being brought here by any sach officer as 
for extra services. lL apprehended, if we passed 


this claim, we should lay the foundation for the |! 


presentation of many similar ones heretofore acted 
on, But I was mistaken in the supposition that 
this claim came legitimately within the duties of the 
officers who prefer it. It did notcome within that 
branch of the accounts at the Treasury Depart- 
ment which it was their duty to attend to. I make 
this explanation that they and their friends may 
have the full benefit of it. But while I do this, I 
cannot say that my mind has undergone any 
change as to the amount which I think these gen- 
tiemen ought to have. 4f the principle which I 
stated at the first was correct, it 1s clear that they 
ought to have nothing in addition to their regular 
salaries. I know, sir, there is some difficulty in 


resisting claims; nevertheless, all claims should be | 


scrutinized, and, unless well founded, I shall be 
found in opposition to them. 

While the present claimants were performing 
the services for which they now ask compensa- 
tion, they were in the recetpt of regular salaries, 
amounting to $8 25 per day, The committee es- 


timated that they were employed about four | 
months, and recommended that they should be | 


allowed $100 per month for these extra services. 
The present motion seeks to give them nearly 
double that amount, which, even if (as contended 
for) they were employed six months, would 
amount to four dollars; and if four months, six 
dollars per day in addition, 

if 1 felt disposed to be liberal at all, it would be 
in the case of these very gentlemen. 
of them well, and I know him to be an excellent 
officer. The other is recommended to me from a 
source in which | have full confidence, as merit- 
ing the most favorable regard. But it is not with 
me a matter of personal favor; and if it were, and 
I felt disposed to manifest my friendship, | should 
not feei at liberty to do it at the expense of the 
public. When a proper occasion presents itself 
to exhibit generosity, I desire to do it from my 
ewn pocket, for such only would be worthy of 
the name. Believing the sum recommended by 
the committee to be sufficient, I feel constrained to 
vote against the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, | cannot under- 
stand what the Senator from Indiana proposes by 
asking, in this Senatorial hody, whether an indi- 
vidual, in his vote for the payment of public 
money, May not be governed by conside:ations 
of personal favor. Personal favor to whom? I 
brought in this resolution; it was at my instance 
the Senate directed this work to be done; it was 
ithe estimate which I placed upon the services 
rendered which the committee reported to the 
Senate. They were services as truly disconnected 
from their appropriate labors as if they had been 
brought from the State of Indiana. -So far as 1 am 
concerned, with relation to a feeling of liberality 
toward these gentlemen, or any other considera- 
tion, one of them I never knew at all, or heard of 
in any manner, except that he was one of the 
Auditors of this Government, and I made his ac- 


quaintance incidentally, which has not been con- | 


tinued, because there has been no opportunity for 
it since | came into the Senate. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. If the Senator will allow 
me, ! will say that most assuredly L had no idea 
of reflecting upon the motives of any Senator, | 
knew nothing of the personal relations of the 
Senator from Virginia. I was thinking of my own 
vote with regard to this question, and of the regard 
i entertained for these gentlemen, but said that if 


I were disposed to gratify my personal polingy. | 


could not do it except at my own expense. I in- 
tended no personal allusion, and entirely exoner- 
ate my friend from any wrong motive. 

Mr. MASON. I do not take it to myself, I 
assure the Senator; but the effect of his remark 
seema lo be that there is something in this case 
more than a just regard to the rights of the parties, 
As to the other gentleman who discharged this 
work, I made his acquaintance casually within the 
fast eight months, and know bat hittle of him, 
from having met him in the circles of Washing- 
ton. 1 mention’this to show that I had no feeling 
of personal regard to influence me. 1! go further. 
1 wxy that I fixed the amount of $750 after ar 
examination of the work done. And those whom 
I consulted told me it was too low, I replied that! 
thought it better to give a moderate sum, to which 


all might see they were justly entitled, than to put 


I know one || 





the amount so high as to run the risk of delaying 
or losing the passage of the resolution. 
1 have a single word in reply to the remark of 


| 

| stood that all the papers examined were in the 
| possession of one gentleman of a very eccentric 
| character, who represented one of the parties 
| whose claims were examined. Mr. President, the 
papers necessary to be examined with reference to 
these claims were an immense mass, and were 
| stored away in a state of confusion in one of the 
| upper rooms of the War Department, where they 
had been for a~long period of years, having been 
put away without any expectation that they would 
ever be examined, and in the condition that such 
|| papers will be undersuch circumstances. Of course, 
|| a great deal of time was required to arrahge them. 
1 am sorry to have detained the Senate so long. 


| Mr CLAY. 


| ponement for the puipose of taking up the order 

of the day. 

|| Mr. MASON, I the Senator will allow the 

vote to be taken now, it will require but a moment. 
Mr. CLAY. 1 will allow it, if the speeches will 

allow it. 


| the vote by which the amendment was adopted, 

| and it was agreed to. 

|| The question then recurred on the amendment, 

which was to strike out $750, and insert $413 333. 
The amendment was not agreed to, 


| original resolution to a third reading, which was 


as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary pay out of the contingent 
fund of she Seuate to William Collins, late First Auditor, 
aud to Peter G. Washington, late Sixth Auditor, the sum or 
seven handred and fitty doliars each, for services rendered 
in examining and stating the accounts of Jennings, Roddy, 
and Carter, wader a resviution of the Senate of the Lith 
August, 1848, reported by them to the Senate the 12th Feb- 


| sum of one hundred dollars. 
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| Union, to establish Territorial Governments for 
Utah and New Mexico, and making proposals to 
|| Texas for the establishment of her western and 
northern boundaries. 

Mr. CASS addressed the Senate for nearly two 
hours, of whose speech a report will appear in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. DAYTON also addressed the Senate for 
| upwards of an hour and a half, and, without con- 
cluding, gave way for a motion to adjourn. A 
reportof his remarks will appear in the Appendix. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 12, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


|| the House to present a memorial from the con- 


| reference to the Committee on Public Printing. 





tee. 
| Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 


So the memorial was not presented. 





BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. 


mous consent, should proceed to the consideration 
of business on the Speaker’s table. 


should be taken up and referred. 
Mr, JONES. 


refer them. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the | 


suggestion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 


Briees] to be, thatthe House should proceed to | 


dis of bills on the Speaker’s table, 

r, BRIGGS. That is my object. 
The SPEAKER. _Is there any objection? 
Mr. PRESTON KLNG rose and objected. 


So the motion of Mr. Briecs was not enter- 





the Senator from Kentucky. He says he under- | 


1 am sorry to interfere with the | 
passage of this resolution, as I believe this is the | 
second time I have felt called on to move its post- || 


The question was then taken on reconsidering | 


|| agreed to, and it was read a third time and passed, | 


ruary, 1849; and that he also pay to William D. Bagnall the || 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
bill for the ad mission of Californiaasa State into the. | 


Mr. GREEN asked the unanimous consent of 


|| tractors for the public p@ating, with a view to its 


Mr. BRIGGS asked that the House, by unani- 


There were, 
he said, a number of bills which it was desirable 


I have no objection to proceed 
to the consideration of business on the Speaker’s 
table, but | protest against taking up the bills to 


June 12, 


1) "peas Sa eee Tn ata te = 
| in eA proceeded to call the commit. 


REPORTS. . 

_ Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Mii; 

i Affuirs, to which the memorial of the “freon 
| of Texas upon the subject was referred, senertee 
| a bill to authorize the payment to the State of 
| Texas of the amount advanced for the paymen 
|| of a company of volunteers called into service , “ 
|| ring the years 1843 and 1849; which was read 4 
|| first and second time by its title, and referred . 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. . 


CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. PRESTON KING moved that the Hous 
| resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on my 
| state of the Union. 7 
The question was taken, and decided in the af 
| firmative—ayes 85, noes 65. , 
So the House again resolved itself into Commit. 
_tee of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr 
| Boyep in the chair,) and resumed the consider. 
ation of the special message of the President rela. 
ting to the admission of California, and of the bij 
sennerts reported by Mr. Dory. 
he pending question was on the amend 

|| offered Cay by Mr. Bay ty, to strike on 
|| the amendment_proposed by the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr, Green] the words, * together with 
| the compromise therein effected.” 
|| Mr. BAYLY was entitled to the floor, 
Mr. ASHMUN desired to ask a question of the 


The question was then taken on ordering the} Chair. 


| Mr, BAYLY yielded for the purpose. 
Mr. ASHMUN inquired whether, if he should 
|, now withdraw his amendment, the amendment of 
|| the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Barty] would 
\| fall with it? 
'| The CHAIRMAN answered that it would. 
Mr. BAYLY. ButI do not yield the floor for 
| the purpose. 
Mr. B. then proceeded with his remarks. 
Mr. B. said: Mr. Chairman, | had desired to 
| be heard in full upon the various propositions now 
| before the committee, but I have been so occupied 
with other matters connected with the business of 
the House that I had not time for it, until late in 
the debate, when, from the competition for tie 
|| floor by those who had been struggling for it fora 
|| good while, I was unable to obtain it. | regret 
this less, as [ have on former occasions expressed 
my views at length upon the questions which agi- 
|| tate us, in most of the bearingsin which they are 
| now presented. Indeed, I may say | have beena 
pioneer in the discussion of them; and if | had 
|| been more fortunate in getting the floor, | confess 
| Tcould have added but little to what I have here- 
|| tofore said. 1 wish now, before we have come to 
|| any vote, to state, as explicitly as possible in the 
five minutes which our rules allow me, the princi- 
_ ples that will guide me throughout. 

I shall act, sir, in the spirit in which the patriots 
and statesmen of the country acted from 1784 to 
1846—for a period of sixty-two years, In the 
former year, Mr. Jefferson introduced into the 
| Continental Congress his ordinante for the govern- 
ment of the Western Territory. lt proposed 











| to include within it “ all territory ceded or to be 





Mr. ASHMUN (scarcely heard) was under- ceded”? to the United States, as well south as 
stood to suggest its reference to a select commit- || north of the Ohio, 


t It was simple in its pro- 
|| visions, It proposed to authorize the people, 
| ** on their own petition or on the order of Con- 
|| ‘gress, to meet together for the purpose of estab- 
* ishing temporary governments; to adopt the con- 

‘stitution and laws of any one of the orwinal 
‘ States, so that such laws, nevertheless, should be 
‘subject to alteration by their ordinary legisia- 
‘ture.’’ And it further provided, that when any 
such territory should have twenty thousand inhab- 
itants, the people should meet together to form & 
permanent government for themselves; and that 
whenever the free inhabitants thereof should 
amount to as many as the inhabitants of the least 
numerous of the thirteen original States, they should 
be admitted by their delegates into the Congress of 
the United States. It is true it provided for the 
prohibition of slavery after the year 1800, which 


vance. But this provision was stricken out, Vir- 
ginia, even against Mr. Jefferson, with the other 
| southern States voting to strike out. After this 


Mr, Jefferson’s ordinance did not contain a solitary 


provision of a legislative character. Even the 


was a prospective prohibition sixteen years in ad- 






18 


provi 
ures 
Conf 
of th 
gettle 
assu! 
ame! 
gid t 


the 
vide 
vey! 
tent 
the: 
by | 
Stal 
the 
con 
wh 
stal 


—~a ao wt 


a a am 



























































18502" 


rovision that Congress should assent to the meas- 
nres not inconsistent with the principles of the 
Confederation, and necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace and good order among the 





sume a temporary government, was put in b 
omvendient And further than this the Congres 
gid not go; and no one proposed to go further. 

[t proposed no legislative enactments such’ as 


vided for a course of decents; for the mode of con- 
veying property. Ina word, it provided to some ex- 
rent a code of laws. The former did nothing of 
the sort; but it authorized the people to be affected 
by them to adopt the laws of any of the original 
States. The first ordinance was adopted when | 
the Congress was in its full vigor, and when it | 
contained the first men in the nation. The last 
when it was expiring, and when most of the 
statesmen enjoying the public confidence were in | 
the superior body, the Convention sitting to frame | 
the Constitation. Mr. Jefferson left Congress in 
1784, and had nothing to do with the ordinance of | 


QF | 


‘ 

{n 1785, Mr. King, of Massachusetts, moved 
to append the slavery prohibition to the ordinance | 
of the year before; and although it was committed, | 
(against the vote of the southern States,) nothing | 
more was heard of it. In 1787, the proposition || 
again came up, and the ordinance of that year || 
was adopted. As adopted, it was a compromise. || 
It no longer covered the whole territory of the 1 
United States, as well northwest as southwest of || 
the Ohio, but it was confined to the territory || 
northwest of that river; the southern point of \! 
which was north of the thirty-seventh degree of || 
north latitade, and the main limits of which were || 
siill north of that. And it contained a provision || 
for the surrender of fugitive slaves. This latter || 
provision, which was not contained in the articles 
of Confederation, and the restriction of the appli- 
cation of the slavery prohibition to the Northwest- | 
ern Territory, bounded on the south by the Ohio, | 
was the compromise. 

In the Convention which framed the Constitu- | 
tion the compromises on the subject of slavery are 
too well known to admit of a comment. 

In the Missouri compromise, the line of demar- 
cation between the North and the South was 
moved south to 36° 30’ of north latitude. 

In the Texas annexation resolutions it was ex- | 
tended to, territory to which it did not apply in 
terms—to oe acquired after its adoption. 
Its application in that instance was made on the | 
motion of a northern, or rather a western man, [Mr. | 
Dovetas,] and it was willingly acquiesced in by 
the South. 

Thus has this question, on all former occasions 


in our history, been settled upon principles of mu- || 


tual concession and harmony. fn that spirit Iam | 
willing to act now. But the course which I shall 
ultimately take will depend upon the spirit in 
which | am met upon this point by others. 

The hammer fell, 


| 


settlers in any of said new States, until they should || decided some months 


the ordinance of "87 contained. The latter pro- 
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| says, has passed. 





| 

Mr. B. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, renewed it. 

Mr. S. said, he had renewed the amendment for | 
the purpose of making a few remarks in reply, to 
those submitted yesterday by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Cartrrer,} and, (continued Mr. S.,) | 
1 shall make those remarks, as the gentleman 
knows, in a spirit of friendship, and at the same 
ume in that earnest spirit—— 

Mr. VAN DYKE interposed to a question of 
order. He understood, he said, that the gentleman | 
from Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] had renewed the 
*mendment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Barty] for the purpose of making some remarks 
in reply to remarks by the gentleman from Ohio 

r. Cantrer] on : 
Submitted that the gentleman must speak to the 
amendment, and only to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN said, the gentleman would | 
confine his remarks to the amendment. 

_Mr. STANTON, (resuming.) Undoubtedly, | 
sir, L shall confine my remarks to the amendment. 

's amendment proposes a stipulation—an agree- . 


ment, so far as any agreement or stipulation can 


made by ee that States Pate 
reafter organi the terr south o 
30’ shall be admitted into the Union whether they 


adopt slavery as one of their institutions or not. 


- = i . - 
vs ner brgning gone y, ect 


ow he, (Mr. V.D.) | 








ee een gene 


| the people of the Territory—the people of the so- 
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———— ae A A enor. 


‘marks are only the skeleton, if I am not too 


called State of California, have decided the ques- | much occupied to write it out, and the unfortu- 
tion for themselves. Who authorized them tode- || nate controversy is not satisfactorily settied be- 
cide it? Upon the same prasiple, the question was | fore the adjournment, that this jealousy and vin- 


fore by the people of 
Deseret; and how can the gentleman give valid- 
ity to the doings of the settlers on the coast of the 
Pacific, and refuse a similar validity to the doings 
of settlers upon territories in the interior? If 
the settlers on the Pacific had the right to asurp 
whatsoever power they chose, and to organize 


empire, why does the gentleman refuse to an- 
other people, as respectable in all particulars, and, 
so far as we know, as numerous, a similar privi- 
lege to incorporate an equal extent of territory 
into a State government? But neither the one nor 
the other had the right to do this without the 
assent of the Congress of the United States. 


| 


dictive hostility against the South emanate from a 


| morbid feeling which exists, and is,now embo- 


| 


| into a State government territory sufficient tor an | 


A few daysago, in some remarks which I had the | 


honor to make, | said that 1 believed it to be the 
duty of the Government of the United States to 
assert its supremacy over this territory—that it 


|} waza high and important prineiple—a principle 
|| pregnant with momentous consequences. Aad | 


say that it is indispensable to the harmony, the 
welfare, and the progress of the Government, and, 


\| above all, to the union of the States, if that union 


is to be preserved, that ‘this principle should be 
maintained in its purity and supremacy; that it 
is not in the power of any number of people, who 
may choose to squat down upon the public do- 
main to erect themselves into a State government 
at their own will and pleasure, without the assent 
of the Federal Government, which is but the organ 
and representative of the several States of the 
Union. The time for bargaining, the gentleman 
No, sir, it has not passed. 
Now is the time, and the only time, when the insti- 


| tutions of this territory can be legally and constita- 


tionally settled. {t ought to be settled by the in- 
tervention of the General Government for the 


|| periority seems to be 


died in the terms expressed inthe proviso. I 
propose to insert? That this ‘*vote-yoursel/-« 
farm party,” and all these isms arise from a feeling 
of envy and dislike. This sentiment does not 
relish the idea that a southern gentleman should 
have a slave to wait upon him, while they have 
to wait upon themselves. And as soon as they 
have destroyed our property in slaves, they will 
fall upon you, gentlemen of the North; and I 
am surprised to see my friends from New York, 

our millionaires, “Messrs. King, Phenix & Co.,” 
ending yourselves to carry forward this war 
against us. Do you not know that when we are 
destroyed they will fall upon you? What right 
have you to have more than one house? and what 
right have yeu to ride in curriages, when your 
neighbor has to go on foot? You hold your 
horses and carriages and houses by the sume ten- 
ure we hold our slaves, and by no other; and if 
you lend Wurself to give efficiency to this senti- 
ment, it must necessarily turn upon you. Recol- 
lect, that by pandering to this feeling you cultivate 
the doctrine, which | see foreshadowed in some of 
your northern papers, that between the stout 
hearts and strong arms of the mob, and your wives 
and daughters, there is buta thin pane of glass, and 
if this feeling cannot be arrested when it operates 
as between the white and black races, whose su- 
universally admitted on 


| our side, you can hardly check it when the con- 


purpose of bringing about non-intervention, and in | 
order to remove those illegal and unconstitutional | 


embarrassments which have been thrown in the 
way by the action of the Executive Department of 
this Government. It is indispensable that the 
Federal Government should perform this duty, in 
order that the southern States shall not feel that, in 


| the settlement of thts question, their rights have 


been disregarded and trampled upon. Therecan be 


|| no doubtof the power of this Government to disband 
| this pseudo government of California. There can | 
P B \| that has been gomg on, because | have all along 


| 


be no doubt of the power of this Government to 
this pseudo government of California. ‘There can 
be no doubt of the power of this Government to 


| 
1} 


| 


remand that territory to the candition of dependence | 


which properly, legally, and constitutionally be- 
longs to it, until such time as Congress shail ex- 
press their will that a different character shall be 
given to it. 

I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. MORSE said he would renew the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia, though he 
would have preferred greatly to speak upon an 
amendment of his own; but lest some over-scrupu- 
lous gentleman should raise a question of order on 
him he would speak upon the amencment before 
the committee; but inorder that they might under- 
stand the application of his remarks, he would 
state it. It was in these words, in the nature of a 
proviso. 


social relation of the people of the territory, | 
desire to have inserted ig a suitable place in the bill 
the following words: 

« Provided, That neither abolitionism, anti-rentism, agrari- 
anisin, Fourierism, or Socialism, shall extatiu the said Strte 
or Territory, except as a punisiment for crime, whereof the 
party shail have been duly tried and convicted by a jury.” 

No attentive observer of the debates for the last 
six months, unless willfully blind, or stricken 
with judicial blindness, which seems to imply 
some most terrible obliquity of vision, I say, no 
one can doubt that the South have nothing to hope 
from the overwhelming majority of this body, 
either that the securities and guaranties of the 


} 
| 


As it seems that this Congress deem it to |, 
be their duty to regulate the customs, manners and | 


i 


' 
' 


|| of all, of thése who will unite with him in that 


test is between the effeminate, wealthy few, and 
the numerous, powerful, and starving many. 

Mr. M. withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK offered the following as an 
amendment, to come in at the end of the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Green: 

* Provided, That the said 8ch section and compromise there 
in contained, shall not be considered as having avy force er 
validity as law, but shall depend for its efficiency, only ou 
public opinion.” 

A Memser. What does that mean? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will explain. But, befora 
I proceed to do so, I will take the liberty to re- 
mark, that itis offered to be voted on in good faith. 
Now that the general debate, and the hour speches 
have stopped, | hope the voting will really begun. 
1 have taken no part in the long, long discussion 


preferred action to talk. | was as ready four months 


| ago to v@efor the admission of California as I 


am to day—read y to welcome her to take her place 
among the States, just as she stands there with 
her boundaries deciared, and her free constitution 


| in her hand; and then to vote upon other questions 


and subjects proper for legislation as they shouid 
arise, whether connected with the existing contro- 
versy about slavery in which we are engeged, or 
with other matters of public interest and demanding 
ourattention. Itis forthis reagon I have notspoken: 
and I give notice now, that any amend m@nt which 
| 1 may think proper to offer, during the further 
pendency of this bill in committee, will be pro- 
| posed not merely to hang a speech on, but for the 
| more practical purpose of obtaining a vote. | 
| shall not be drawn in to take any part in this game 
of consuming time; and | shall therefore neither 
borrow any other gentleman’s amendment, nor lend 
| one of my own; but, as far as t know how, labor 
| faithfully to bring this business to a conclusion. 
And now as to my amendment. 1 propose it, 
| Mr. Chairman, in order that Congress and the 
| country may clearly understand just what it is 


|, that gentlemen from the South offer us, or consider 
|, themselves as offeri 


us, when they present an ex- 

tension of the ** Missouri compromise line,”’ as 2 
| basia for the settlement of this vexed question. 
| The amendment of the gentleman from Missouri 
| (Mr. Green] is an offer to extend and establish 

that line to the Pacific., What does he mean by 
| that? What is the understanding of many, if not 


Constitution will be respected, or that any conces- | offer? Let us see what the Missouri compromise 


sions will be made by a relentlés¥ majority, upon | is. 
subject contiected it any manner with slave- | March 6, 1820, ‘‘ to authorize the people of the 
to” expect_from | Territory of Missouri to form a constitution and 

itution, or to |, State government,’’ &e. { hold tha: law in my 


any 


the 
the 


but while we have nothi 


North = ! the 
eee ajeplger » L hope to be 


It is contained in the 8th section of the act of 


| hands, and will read its exact terms; 
able to show, in aspeech, of which these few re- == Sc. 8. And te it further enacted, That in all that terri- 


sm: al La ag 
(or opment per leg oo 
. 


ca a f 
on i ran ees 


Re rah GL RENT A MPN TO 


i 


¥ a a : 4 
RES | SMe kee " 
= 4 . 
en aetna at a ne ein a os ates Clean ; mpegs adel meer mompumene 


ed dey Aelia 


4 


ii 4 ieee 
ere We eee eee 
ey J 
ph tegen tty allen Neate 
Sangh Se 


1184 


aT ceded by France to the United States, under the name 
of Ly 


ouisiana, which lies north of 36° 30’ north latitade, not 
included within the limits of the State contemplated by this 
act, slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the 
punishment of crimes whereof the parties shall have béen 
duly convicted, shall be, and is hereby, forever prohibited.” 


Now, sir, what does that language mean? Is 
it not the ve¥y provision of the ordinance of 1787? 


is it not what you have nicknamed the Wilmot || 
proviso itself, applied to all that ety north of |) 


35° 30’? Yes, sir, just what you have denounced 
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| bama [Mr. Hitsiarp]) has already made the point 


| of ord 


: 
: 


| 


i 


as the *‘odious,’’ the “infamous,’’ the * defunct | 


Wilmot proviso?’’ And that you say is unconsti- 
tutional, You totally deny the right of Congress 


| ment to an amendment. 


to legislate on the subject of slavery in the terri- || 


tories. You wy that there is no power to exclude 
slavery from any territory; and yet you propose 
to reénact, in express terms, its exclusion from a 
portion of the territory now in question. How 
do you reconcile such palpable inconsistency? The 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Green] himeelf, 
when he moved this compromise, explained his 
own understanding of it, and its effect; and that I 
am bound to believe is the understanding of other 
southern gentlemen who sustain it. 


j 
| 


| 


| 


He says that || 


he does not regard it as being a constitutional || 
enactment,—as having any force of itself; but it || 


would be assented to, it would be acquiesced in, 
it would be supported by public opinion. Sir, 


that is the reason, and the whole reason and sense || 


of my amendment It is a strange thing to talk of 
a settlement of a grave question and difficulty 
which must depend for its permanency upon what 
may preve a fluctuating public opinion; but | 
would have southern gentlemen, when they offer 
& proposition of compromise, put it into just such 
shape of expression as will indicate what they 
mean and intend. I believe in this constitutional 
pees to legislate as to slavery in the territories. 

believe in that ordinance of 1787, and in the con- 
stitutionality of the act of Congress by which that 
ordinance was affirmed. Whatever the expedi- 
ency of the Missouri compromise, when it was 
passed in 1820, 1, for one, have no doubt of the 
entire legality of the eighth section of that act, by 


which slavery was excluded from a portion of the || 


territory then in question, any more than I would 
doubt if the exclusion had been general in its ‘ap- 
plication, instead of limited as it was. It is not, 
therefore, because I think your Missouri compro- 
mise, your Wilmot proviso—either north or south 
of 36° 30’—would not be law, that I offer thus to 
amend; but 1 would have gentlemen put their 
propositions in a shape which will express just 
what they intend. I am moving to make the dec- 
laration in the speech of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Green] a part of his amendment, that 
they may all go together. In one breath, southern 
gentlemen offer a compromise; in another breath 
they admit that what they offer can have no bind- 
ing foree. Let their proposals, then, take that form. 
Let them be made to say upon its face, that that 
is what they understand and mean by it. Let 
them not come here with that which 
“ Keeps the word of promise to the ear 
And breaks it to the hope.” 

I wowld help them to give the true form and 
meaning, as they themselves avow it, to the com- 
promise they offer, and then it will be time enough 
for us to determine whether it shall be accepted or 


not. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Would you 
vote for it with that understanding? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I would not. I will vote 
for my amendment, so as to exhibit, as I said, 
what you mean by, and what you think of, your 
own offer. But my amendment prevailing, | am 
ready te admit that { would still vote against your 
** Missouri compromise line.’’ 

Mr. WOODWARD. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio withdraw his amendment? 

Mr.SCHENCK, 1 must decline to doso. As 
I said in the commencement of my remarks, I 
will neither borrow nor lend. 

Mr; HILLIARD suggested to the Chair, as a 
point of order, that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohie was not in order, because it did 
not propose to fect the paragraph which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts proposed to strike 
out, but it added substantive, distinct matter to 

t paragraph, 

Mr. KAUFMAN raised the point, that the 
ene of the gentleman from Ohio was not 
in order. ; 


The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Ala- 


a 
Mr. KAUFMAN. I do not make the point on 
the same ground. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
Chair, the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
is in order. 

Mr. WOODWARD. If it is in order, I move 
to amend the amendment of the gentlemah from 


| Ohio. 


The CHAIRMAN. There is already’an amend- 


- An amendment in the 
third degree will not be in order. 


Mr. SEDDON. I submit to the Chair, that the || 


amendment of the gentleman from Ohio is clearly 
out of order; and on this ground, that it proposes 
to render the operation of a law dependent upon 
public opinion; that it is in itself an absurdity, 
and an inconsistency utterly at war with the pur- 
poses of legislation. A proviso which is repug- 
nant to the law, is null and void. 

Mr. PRESTON KING called the gentleman 
from Virginia to order. 

The CHAIRMAN called to order. 

Mr. SEDDON. I am stating a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN, (to Mr. Seppon.) The 
Chair called the committee to order, not the gen- 


| tleman. 


| of his decision, 





Mr. PRESTON KING. The Chair has de- 
cided that the amendment is in order; can the 
point of order be repeated against it, without an 
appeal, and debated ? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair considers the 


amendment now pending in order. The Chair 
proceeded to state the question, and the grounds 
The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Asumun,] he said, had proposed to 
strike out a part of the amendment of the gentle- 


| man from Missouri, and the proposition to amend 
| that part proposed to be striken out, was in order. 
Mr. WOODWARD. Then my amendment to || 


the amendment is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to respond 
affirmatively. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, by 

Mr. STEPHENS (interposing) rose to a point 
of order. He submicted to the Chair that the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Scuenck,] was not in order, 

Mr. SCHENCK objected to Mr. Steruens’s 
debating his point of order, 

Mr. STEPHENS said he did not intend to de- 
bate it, though he should like todoso. He had 
a right to have a clause of the Manual read, and 
he asked the Clerk to read from the 65th page of 
the Manual, which is as follows: 

* fn like manner, if an amendment be moved to an amend- 
ment, itis admitted. But it would not be admitted in an- 
other degree, to wit: to amend an amendment to an amend- 
ment of a M. Q., (main question.) This would lead to too 
much embarrassment. The line must be drawn somewhere, 
and usage has drawn it after the amendment tothe amend- 
ment. The same result must be sought by deciding against 
the amendment to the amendment, and then moving it again 
as it was wished to be amended. In this form it becomes 
only an amendment to an amendment.” 


Now, (said Mr. S.,) the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio is an amendment either 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Asumun,] which is an amend- 
ment to the amendment submitted by the gentle- 
man from Missouri, [Mr. Green,] or, it is an 
amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Missouri. If it is considered in the latter 
light it is out of order, because the amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, being first 
moved, has precedence, and should be first put; and 
if it is considered in the former light, it is an amend- 
ment in the third degree, and is out of order, under 
the rule laid down in the Manual, as just read. 
For these reasons, (Mr. 8, said,) he should ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair. The ruling 
of the committee yesterday, on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,]) was 
clearly wrong. When an amendment was pend- 
ing to an amendment, no other motion to amend, 
either the main question or the first amendment of- 
fered, was in order. 

The CHAIRMAN said, in the opinion of the 
Chair, the question of order raised by the gentle- 
man from Georgia came too late, inasmuch as 
the committee had rien » mp pia ¢ the 
Chair recognizing the right of the genudeman from 
Qhio, to make the mation he had made. 





| questions on the appeal. 





June ] 


Some conversation ensued betw 
puens and the Chairman. Se 

_The CHAIRMAN, in order (he 8aid) to ob. 
viate any difficulty, entertained the appeal. 

Mr. HARALSON said he had a point of order 
which he wished to make, which sh 


: ould 
tained prior to that of his colleague, Tr 
puens.] If he understood correcily the state of 


the case, there had been no decision made y 
the point of order raised by the gentleman fro 
Virginia, [Mr. Seppon;]} that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio was not in order, ings. 
much as the idea of a law dependent upon publi 
ys for its validity, was absurd. He (Mr. 


-) held, also, that the amendment was not in 


, order, as being irrelevant. . 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has’ decideg 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
is in order. 

Mr. HARALSON was understood to say, that 
he proposed to take an appeal from that decision 

he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Geop. 
gia, on the left, [Mr. Srepmens,} has alread 
taken an appeal. y 

Mr. SCHENCK said his amendment was q 
proposed addition to the proviso in the amend. 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri, which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts had moved to 
strike out. 

The CHAIRMAN said the appeal was not de. 
batable. 

Mr. DUER said he was quite ignorant of the 
state of the question, as he believed many of the 
committee were. He wished, before the question 
was put upon the appeal, that the Chair would 
state, in their order, what questions were now 
pending before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will endeavor 
to do so, that the committee may understand the 

The gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Green] wena to araend the 
original bill; the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Asumun,] on yesterday, submitted a motion 
to strike out one of the provisions contained in 
that amendment; a motion was made to amend, 
by improving, as it was contended, the matter 
proposed to be stricken out. On yesterday, the 
Chair decided that it was in order to perfect the 
proposition proposed to be stricken out. Thecom- 
mittee overruled the decision of the Chair. After- 


| wards, however, upon another appeal, the Chair 


was sustained in that decision, which is, that it is 


|| competent for the committee to perfect or amend 


the matter proposed to be stricken out before the 
vote is taken on striking out. The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] proposed to amend, by 
an addition to the matter proposed to be strick- 
en out. The Chair has decided that the motion 
is in order. If the committee will indulge the 
Chair, the Chair will suggest the propriety of the 
Clerk reading firstthe proviso proposed by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to be stricken out, 
a then the amendment of the gentleman from 
io. 

These propositions were read accordingly. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ruled yester- 
day that it was in order to amend by way of per- 
fecting the matter proposed by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to be stricken out and perfecting 
it: that decision, was yesterday on the last appeal, 
sustained by the committee. The Chair has made 
the same decision to-day; and from that decision 
eS ng = from Georgia appeals. 

r. STEPHENS. | have no doubt but the de- 
cision of the Chair yesterday was wrong. 

Mr. SCHENCK stated that he pro to 
have his amendment come in after the word 
‘“‘adopted”’ in the eighteenth line of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri. ; 

The question, * Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?” was 
taken and decided in the affirmative. ‘ 

So the amendment of Mr. Scenck was decided 
to be in order, 

And the question being on its adoption— 

Mr. WOODWARD moved to amend it by 
striking out the word “ opinion,” and inserting the 
words “ faith.”’ 

_Mr. MEADE. [rise to a point of order. 1 
rise for pepe of offering an ameadment. 

Mr. WOODWARD. 1 do not withdraw my 
amendment. 

Mr. MEADE. [I rise to an amendment which 
takes precedence of the amendment of the gentle 
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